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Summary

"“UTAKATA NO KI" Ogai Mori

Lee In-wha

Ogai Mori (1892 to 1922) was ordered as a surgeon lieutenatnt-colonel to Germany to
study a military hospital system and war hygienics for four years (1884 to 1888).

In “UTAKATA NO KI”, one of the fruits of his literary activities, Ogai Mori handled the
destined encounter and parting of a poor German maiden belonging to the Munich civil class
and a Japanese student studying Western painting in germany with the incident appeared in
the press during his stay in Munich for a background.

In this work, a historical scene of Ludwig II's death by drowning is reproduced.
“UTAKATA NO KI” is a masterpiece of fiction dealing with a romatic and tragic love
through free creation of characters and vigorous imagination.

Unlike the Japanese literature in those days, “UTAKATA NO KI” is a modern novel early

in the Meiji era representing the inclination to realism and romanticism under the influence

of Western novels in the 19th century.
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