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Summary

A Study of Li bai's (ZH) Qiang jin jiu, (H§4EIH)

Ih-Boo Kwak

In ancient China, political scholars enlarged therir circles of friends, enjoying drinking
one another. When they discussed politics and literature, meeting-drinking was necessaary
way of life.

‘Tang’ () times, which was an ancient civlized, country considered poem-writing
important. The reason was that ‘Tang’ (/%) men had to learn poetry to become high class
scholars and statesmen, who were compelled to select poetry as the subject of the Higher
Civil Service Exanination. In other words, ‘Tang' (g), where the statesmen were poets,
was a civilized country and powerful countryl

'Qiang jin jiu, (#:#7& was a subject of any poem that had been used since ‘pre-Tang’
(B) times. while Li bai(ZH) studied poetry and Taoism in Si Chuan(#9)i]), he left his
hometown 26 years old. He, who preserved great hopes in his mimd, kept society with
poetry and Taoism-men (E#tE).

When he was 42 years old, he became one of the Han Lin Xueshe (#i#k#+), thamks
to Xuan Zong(%5R), or the emperor of ‘Tang (). He has kept society with Taoism-men
(E#tE) and Tang's (&) Imperial Famiy recommended him. But Li bai(Z%g3) terminated his
Royal Court life, leaving only 2 years in the Royal Court, because he enjoyed drinking and
prided himself on his fame.

Emperor Xuan Zong(¥%7%) mead ‘Tang (#) the most prosperous devoting himself to
national politics, but went deep into wine and women as he grew older. The Emperor’s
deliquency rose in An Lu Shan's (%#kLl) rebellion. Xuan Zong (35%)fled to Si Chuan (F9)l])
and Su Zong (#5=) put down An Lu Shan (%#il) with a Xuan Zong’s (¥%) order. But Su
Zong (M%) took away the position of Emperor without discussing his parent.

Su Zong (#i5=) fought a duel with his younger brother, Yong Wang(sk¥) on the other
hand, Li bai(%H) was engaged in the Yong Wang's(5k¥) camp and was captured with-
out realizing those circumstances. At this time, Li bai(#f) met a political failure and
then created a poem which described offering wine.

This is 'Qiang jin jiuy, (4% by written Li bai(FF) 'Qiang jin jiu, (B#£E) focused
on struggled of succeeding a crown among Xuan Zong(%3), Su Zong (%) and Yong
Wang (kE), An Lu Shan's (%£#kIl) rebellion and his own political failure. In other words,
his poem purified his complexed spirit as a truth, with the water of Yellow River flowing
to the sea.
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