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Summary

Reflections on the Artistery in Li Pai(ZEH)'s the hard road to
Shu (‘&) —Modern Sichuan (pU)i])

Kwak Ih-boo

Li pai (ZEH : 701~762AD)’s the hard road 1o Shu(%) is a work described by mixing his strong
feeling with the beauty of the water and mountain, exquisite and wonderful, In this poem
he used freely myths, interjections, dialects, counterquestions and repetitions. In addition,
on the basis of seven-syllable lines, he used freely from three-syllable lines even to
eleven-syllable lines. Even from the very first line of the poem he began with an idiolect,
his own personal dialect., Followed by a series of interjections, the poem showed a strong
sense of emotion and amazement, In the third phrase, “A wild, steep road, more
dengerous than even trying to climb the heavens” is repeated again and again in the
middle and at the end of the poem. This is the main cadence all over the poem, and thus
it has the effect of providing wonder and awe to the readers,

By using a series of interjections, the poet expressed the hard road to Shu (&)
extensively, Followed is the mythological legend about the road to Shu.

According to the legend, it is said that both Tsan Tsung (ﬂi) and Yu Fu (&) . kings
of the old kingdom of Shu (&), made an effort to build a traffic route to Chin (%) . It was
at the sacrifice of five muscular men and beautiful women that only a single road to Shu
(%) was built, And the road to Shu(%) was described in a tremendously exaggerated
style, Taking a few examples, the poem puts concretely that six dragons, who worshiped
the old sun god, couldn’'t pass the road to Shu(%), but they simply returned; that a
Yellow crane (3#8) , with whom a Taoist ((F#{) hermit flew in the sky, couldn’t go over the
road; and that even monkeys failed to go over the road, It is a rule that high mountains
make the valley deep.

This is to lead to a vivid description of the water which hits against the cliff or rock and
runs in twists and loops. In a nutshell, the steepness of the mountains and rivers, and
the image of rapid stream of the valley were vividly depicted in terms of animals, birds or

dragons. Tai Pai Shan(kEil4) and Mud mountain(ﬁi}éﬁ) were depicted as extremely

-159-



0 AFAEL =¥ A0 QL - A2 )

high to the extent that one could not even breathe and simply sank down weakly if one
climbed to the top and that one could reach out to stars of the night sky. Only birds,
male or female, moved back and forth in an old tree and in the moonlight only cuckoos
made the empty mountain more sad. Oncve listening to such stories a little boy of red face
trurned into a gray-haired old man. The steepness of the mountain seems to be
sufficiently imagined with no direct stare at the scenery. It may be concluded that the poet
gave full play to his uniquely sufficient imagination. His secrete method of expression lies
in the combination of the general aspects such as a bird’s eye view and the detailed
aspects on the other hand, The poet predicted the historical facts on Chienke (A and
the military rebellion on the border in the time of peaceful reign,

That is the An Lu-Shan (Z#il) Rebellion. Because of this emperor Xian Zong (Z5%)
suffered an insult of taking refuge in Shu. (%) Li Pai(ZH) expressed the steepness of
the road to Shu(%) as if his own internal feeling would be exploded like a volcano and
as if the flood caused the water of valley to overflow and to shake. His excitement of
feeling made more vivid the mountain and water of the road to Shu (%)) and more har-
monious the mood of the poem. In this respect, his poem is completely different from any
poem of the other poets. Helalso made the poem more conspicuous by mixing his
subjective coloring of sense, mythology and ecology of animals, It follows, therefore, that
his excellent artistery of esthetic value made a great contribution in the history of the

development of Chinese poems,
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