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Summary

Participation in Kye—Group and Social Solidarity
of Semi-Hilly Villagers in Cheju Island

Kim Suk-joon

This paper aims at examining two contrasting views on the relationship between participa-
tion + Kyegroup and social solidarity, based on a social survey in semi-hilly villages on
Ch u island. One argument is that the more active participation in Kye-group. the more strong
social solidarity in a village. The other is that the participation in Kyegroup in itself seems
to be a kind of social boundary and segregation.

The major findings are as follows.

1) The characteristics of each village such as ecological and socioeconomic background
may be included in the analysis of the relationship between participation in Kyegroup and
social solidarity. The result shows the possibility of rejecting the hypothesis that the more
active participation in Kye-group, the more strong social solidarity.

2) Villager's socioeconomic background is related to not only the participation in Kye
group. but also the community evaluation. According to socioeconomic background. villagers
can be classified into two groups such as ‘established’ and ‘marginal’. Comparing two groups.
the established group shows the high score in participation and the low score in community
evaluation scale. namely, weak social solidarity, while the marginal group shows wvice versa.
This result also shows the possibility of rejecting the above hypothesis.

3) Considering the characteristics of established and marginal groups and the negative
correlation of participation and community evaluation, the author is able to support the other
argument between two contrasting views on participation and social solidarity.

In conclusion, the categorization of established and marginal groups is meaningfully
revealed in the degree of participation in Kye-group, therefore. the participation in Kye-group

in itself implies social segregation among villagers and operates as a social boundary.
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