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Summary

A Study of Hogo as a Form of Literature:
— An Analysis of Dogen’s ZuiBunki -
Kang Tae-kook

The study of Budhism contributes to a deeper understanding of old and modern Japanese
literature. according to its subject. the literature of Buddhism is a doscription of history. culture.
ideology. or experience. With this information in mind. this paper is concerned with Hogo written
by a monk. and its characteristics within the category of literature.

Generally speaking. Hogo is not considered as type of literature. Neverthelss. Hogo discloses
the nature of literature in the sense that it also deals with some edifying and classical subjects of
its own. That is. Hogo has commonality with literature in that both Hogo and literature disclose
the world of historical experiences. In this respect, the style of Hogo goes. by itself. far beyond
the position of literature. Now that Hogo can be placed under the category of literature. it also
embraces its own ideology as a matter of course. This kind of ideology. which stands on its own
philosophy of mundane life. can be described as walking through worldly life without being
influenced by anything else. In a word. the concept of renouncing “suki’ is a dominatnt literary
ideology in hoge writings.

Dogen’s Shobo Genzo Zuibunki is a unique resource for a detailed discussion of hogo literature.
This literary work is characterized by its innovative way of introduction. its persuasiveness, its
technique of description. its expressions. and its rich discourses. In addition. it includes the
elegant expression of emotins and events. the nobleness of thoughts. and the preciseness and
depth of religious views on the part of the author himself. Underlving in this work are also the
meaningful and emotional descriptios of phraseology which are indicative of dramatic effects of
vigor and liveliness. the attitudes and potic mood of the author represented in the essay-type
prose. and the significant use of the pure old Japanese vocabularv of the day.

Dogen’s literary work influenced directly and indirectly many other succeeding literary writings,
such as those of Yoshida Kenko. and has also served as a role of the Buddhist Bible in the
minds of the Japanese people.

Lastly. and attempt has been made to include in the discussion the lives of monks and
noblemen before Dogen. as well as the relationships between Buddhism and the social life of

people as a whole. and the actual social conditions in the days of dogen.
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