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Summary

A Study on the Japanese LaboréManagement Co-operation System

Kim Doo-hee

The basic elements of the Japanese labor relations system are lifetime employment, seniority-
based wage determination, wide-ranging welfare facilities in the undertakings and enterprise union.
These elements, revolving around the lifetime employment, show the spirit of labor-management
co-operation at the enterprise level. This spirit is also showed in the Japanese labor-management
consultation system.

The Japanese labor-management consultation bodies have been established at the enterprise
level under the collective agreement or less formal arrangement. The subjects for consultation take
on a complicated light, with relation to the subjects for collective bargaining.

In conclusion, all of these elements, mutually and closely related, constitute the J apanese labor-
management co-operation system and this system has enabled Japan to continue rapid economic
growth in the circumstances of the world-wide stagflation.
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