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—Summary —

A Study of the "Kawi, Phrases

—In Relation to the Cheju-Do Dialect—

by Kim Hong-sik

The oldest mention of the word stem “Kawi” was made in the book “Kyerim
Yusa” which was written in the early part of the 12th century. ln this paper,
the writer attempts to offer some suggestions as to how to interpret the word
stem in relation to the Cheju-Do Dialect,

The perfect interpretation of the stem and its phrases will have to wait for
the explication of the then pronunciation of the Chinese characters, the colle-
ction of other literature to back these pronunciation and the study of the con-
temporary dialects,

Japanese scholars including Rokuro Kono, however, already presented their
papers on this subject and the writer, too, attempts to interpret the stem and
its phrases, The writer has come to believe that the word stem “Kawi” is the
same stem found in [kpsbge] of the Cheju-Do Dialects, .

In the Cheju-Do Dialects, [kpsw-] is still used to convey the meaning of

“cutting” and “nipping” . This old form disappeared from the mainland dialects
long ago but there are reasons to believe that it once existed as a linguistic st-
em and that it underwent a phonetic change to turn into (kbsp-] because of

“vowel harmony” around the 15th century.

This transformed stem [kosb-] survived in this geographically isolated island
and attracted [ge] as a suffix,

Since Korean and Manchu belong to the same linguistic family, the two lang-
uages, it is supposed, had the same parent and common stems for some ages
before they diveraged into Korean, Manchu and Japanese,
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