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Kim Yung~don : Encroachments_ on Women Divers' Earnings
SUMMARY

As is widely known, in Cheju-Do there are about 30000 women divers,
Most of them are engaged in agriculture but when the season opens, they dive
to caiwch various marine preducts, su to speak,at the risk of their lives,

They have teen performing really hard labor but their living standard has
been very low because: hey had to give the best of their catch to local and
national officials as an “allotment, "

Toward the end of the 19th century, many Japanese fishing fleets equipped
with diving apparatus frequented the inshore waters of Korea, especially those
of Cheju-Do, ard nearly exhausted the sea products in the Cheju-Do waters,
especizlly abalone which was the main otject of the women divers’ efforts,

Partly because of this devastation by Japanese diver-fishing fleets, many of
the Cheju-Do women divers tegan in the 1880°s to go out to the coasts of
Kyungsang Namdo and other provinces to gain a better income, Some of
them even went out to Jaran, Russia and China,

When the Cheju-Do women divers went cut to work on these coasts, they
were taken, as a group, by a Kaek-choo, a male guide who also introduced
the divers to the government authorities and the people in control of the areas
in which the women were to dive, This "Kaek-choo” really sweated and ex-
pliited the women divers,

Even after the Liberation of Korea in 1945, the rights and interests of the
women divers had not been secured, _A government ordinance gave 1070 of the
Cheju-Do women divers the legal right to dive on the coasts of Kuryongpo,
Kampo and Yangpo in Kyungsang Pukto, But the local *fishermen's associa—
tions® in control of those areas usually rented out the fishing grounds to an
entrepreneur so that the wcn.en divers had to cive as a mere working hand
of the leaseholder, the entrepreneur,
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As a result, the women divers had to pay a great part of their earnings, some-
times up to 80% of the total i;wome. to the leaseholder in the name of various
fees and charges, ‘

The Cheju-Do women divers were squeeged and sweated not only in Kyungsang
Pukto but also in other provinces. After many months’ hard work, some of the
women divers found themselves without even money to buy a third-class ticket
to come home to Cheju-Do,

Even here and now in Cheju-Do, fishing fleets equipped with diving apparatus
often devastate the women divers’ fishing grounds and local “fishermen’s asso-
ciations® or local villages rent out the fishing grounds to a particular individual
for an easy and large income, interrupting the women divers’ work and their

earnings,
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