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“The U.S. Response to Terrorism”

Dr. Alden P. Stallings*

Even before United States forces began responding to the savage attacks of September 11. we
began gearing what amounted to preemptive criticisms of ant conceivable military action that we
might take. We must not. we were told, be distracted by the passions fo the moment, but should
look instead to the so-called "root causes”of terrorism-which always turned out to be something for
which we were responsible. Or that we should examine our past policies, or look within ourselves. or
put an end to poverty and injustice everywhere in the world, before undertaking anything so uncouth

as military action.

All of these rationales for inaction are really only variations on a single basic fallacy, that it is
not really the terrorists but the U. S. that is somehow to blame for the atrocity that befell us on
september 11. The plain fact is that nothing-I repeat. nothing-can either justify the massacre of
thousands of innocent people-not only Americans. but citizens of 80 different nations. including many
Koreans-on that terrible day. or diminish the monstrous culpability of the perpetrators fo this

atrocity.

It may be possible to explain, as opposed to justify. the psychology of the perpetrators. in ways
that may help us to better understand their perverse motives. Such explanations are primarily of
value insofar as they might be useful in helping us ot track down their accomplices. and we will

welcome them in that spirit.

But about the main point there should be no misunderstanding: The attacks of September 11
constituted an act of war against the United States. and we have responded in the only appZHpriate
manner, by declaring war on the terrorists and all those who harbor them. In doing so we have
acted, not only on our own behalf. but on behalf of the entire civilized world. against whose basic

valued these attacks were directed. as surely as against our people. our aircraft. and our buildings.

Not only did the terrorists plan and execute these acts. and must be presumed to be planning
more like them. but they are also attempting to acquire weapons of mass destruction. which pose a
far more terrifying threat-again. not only to the United States. but to any nation that does not
share their narrow and twisted values. The extent of the threat. and the need for a response. has
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been directly acknowledged by the many nations, representing a great variety of political, cultural.
and religious persuasions. including many Islamic nations, who have joined our coalition to fight

terrorism.

We did not act in haste. Our first response to the atrocity was to gather evidence pointing to the
perpetrators. We have very strong evidence linking the attacks to Osama bin Laden and his terrorist
group al-Qa'ida. whom the Taliban regime in Afghanistan has acknowledged it is sheltering. and has
refused to turn over despite very clear warnings of military action from President Bush. Only after
repeated requests and warnings were ignored by the Taliban did we initiate military action in
Afghanistan.

The military actions we have undertaken have been deliberate and carefully targeted. Our enemy is
not Islam. nor Muslims, nor the general population of ant country. Qur enemy is terrorism and its
supporters, and we are making every possible effort to confine the damage to them alone. But we
are absolutely committed-with a degree of unanimity that our nation has not seen in decades-to
tracking down and eliminating this threat to civilization with every means at our disposal. and we
will persist until that task is completed.
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