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<Abstract>

Research on College Students' Experience of Sexual
Harassment and Sexual Assault

Park, Kum-ju, Kim, Doo-Hwa, Kim, sung-hyun

The purpose of this research is to understand the sex culture of college students by
surveying the students' awareness and experience about sexual harassment and sexual
assault, and their responses and opinions, and ultimately to provide basic data for in-

campus programs and guidance against sexual harassment and assaults.

To this end, the survey was composed of three parts; awareness on sexual harassment
and sexual assaults, experience of sexual harassment or assault, and opinions on the
consultation program on harassment and sexual assaults.

The survey was conducted among 1,000 students in 9 colleges of Cheju National
University (CNU), and analyzed the answers of 964 respondents.

This research used SPSS statistical program to process data and conducted t-

verification and F-verification.
The results of the research are as follows.

1) The awareness on sexual harassment and assaults

CNU students' common notions on sexual assaults, attitudes toward sexualrelations,
views on sexual harassment are a little different from the generally accepted ones, but
lower than socially expected. In general, male students have more stereotypes on these
mattersand take them less seriously than female students. Both of them have a man-
oriented attitude. While female students take sexual harassment and sexual assaults as

social problems, male students just take them as flirting.

2) Experience of sexual harassment and assaults
After conducting a survey with three cases; committingexperience, suffering experence,
and experience of hearing of or seeing, there is no case in committing experience.
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In case of suffering sexual harassment or assaults, verbal, nonverbal, and physical
cases are answered in order. In case of verbal harassment, female and male students
suffer similarly, while more male students experience nonverbal, physical harassment
and assaults, which shows that sexual harassment and assaults are happening
irrespective sex.

As to inflictors, strangers are the most. Sexual harassment and assaults occur more in
other places rather than in campus, while in-campus cases are relatively less answered.

In-campus cases are mostly between students, but there are cases wherea staff
member or a professor is an assailant, though very rare.

About the reaction to sexual harassment and assaults, the highest number of students,
male and female, answered they say "No" and ask to stop. Their reactions seemto be

active and desirable. Most of them talk with their friends about the problem.

3) Opinion on the sexual harassment and assaults consultation center
The level of awareness of CNU students about the center's regulations on sexual
harassment and assaults cases is very low; therefore they said the center should give the

priority to education for sexual assaults prevention.

- As equally important as to resolve the cases of sexual harassment and assaults, there
should be efforts to build a common perception on sexual harassment and assaults. To
this end, education and discussion programs should be activated and continued to give
students a right understanding of this issue.

- In-campus sexual harassment and assaults are mostly between students, but there are
cases where a staff member or a professor is an assailant, though very rare. Since such a
case, if happening, is related to officials' duty and authority, it should be completely
prevented.

- Education program for the prevention of sexual harassment and assaults would be
desirable to conduct in a small group consisting of friends or peers.

- It is needed to widely inform members of the university about the regulations on
sexual harassment and assaults. In this regard, compulsory and regular education should
be offered to all the CNU students rather than one time campaign.

- It would be desirable for the center to conduct all-year programs for the prevention

of sexual harassment and assaults.
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