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<Abstract >
Research on The Actual Condition of Freshmen in 2002
Kim, Doo-Hwa

The purposes of this research are to collect and analyze basic data on freshmen, to
understand students' general matters and to utilize the data as basic materials for student
guidance and administration; to find out the students' general matters, we asked
freshmen about their psychological character, values, university life, impression and
pride on university, the reason for choosing their majors, whether they will keep
studying, the relations with professors, school life in the past, social relationship, the
point of view on social issues, and the extent of use of the consultation service center.
The survey was conducted among 2,660 freshmen from February 21-22, 2001 during

the orientation course, and 1,929 students answered. The results are as follows;

1) Most freshmen live in Jeju, yet for an increasing number of students from other

regions and cities we need to provide administrative support to help them find lodgings.

2) The number of students who have just graduated from high school increased. Most
students' supporters are their fathers, and the majority of all freshmen have both a father
and a mother. The educational background of parents has been improving every year. In
terms of parents' jobs, farmers, storekeepers, merchants and people working in the
service industry are the majority, however, the number of parents dealing in agriculture
is on the decrease. In terms of the number of family members, the students who have
four to five members account for 71.6%. Although a monthly income of each family is
increasing, students and their parents are still hard up for living and school expenses
because of the economic recession and rising consumer prices. Therefore, we need to
provide students with more opportunities to do part-time jobs and earn their school

expenses.

3) Most of the freshmen live happily with their family, while 13.5% of the
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respondents do not. Moreover, 19.5% of the students answered that they are unsatisfied
with their parents, and 1.0% of them think that their parents are indifferent to them. So,
we should develop programs for culture of sentiments and use them for student
guidance.

4) While in university, students' tuition fees and living expenses are covered primarily
by their supports or parents. Most freshmen, however, want scholarship (89.2%) and
part-time jobs (85.3%), so we need to secure more funds for scholarship, help students
get part-time jobs and ultimately to give students opportunities of a variety of

experiences.

5) Their motives of university entrance are to get well-paid jobs, to acquire
professional knowledge and to develop capability. What they want to do most are study
the major, make friends and prepare for professional certificates. They also want to join
clubs. They are concerned about study, time spending and life planning. Accordingly,
we need to establish more various subjects and courses in order to offer more efficient

university life to students.

6) Questioned about the impression on Cheju National University (CNU), freshmen
answered beautiful campus, free and open atmosphere and benefits of scholarship, in
order. When they applied for admission to the university, 34.4% of them did not know
well about the university, and they considered regional aspects as No.1 factor. They got
information on universities from friends and senior students (31.1%). Just 27% of
freshmen this year are proud of the university, but compared to 23.2% last year, the
figure increased. Since there are some students (3.4%) who feel ashamed of themselves
as students of CNU, we must develop various programs for students to go to school

with pride.
7) Most students determined their majors according to their own will, but some

students (20.2%) did not. When choosing their major, they took into account job
seeking after graduation, their aptitude and qualification. They were given information
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on entrance requirements from friends, senior university students and guidebooks from
universities. Many students (42.6%) chose their majors during the period when
applications were accepted. Since some students (33.2%) turn out to have determined
their majors without any information, it seems necessary to counsel students to make a
wise choice. Most students want to work in the same field as their major. While 51.8%
of the respondents want to stick to their current majors, 43.7% are considering minoring
in another study, transferring or preparing for the next college entrance examination.
Therefore, academic counsel should be carried out in elementary, middle and high

schools in a systematic way.

8) Freshmen want to take an academic advice from professors instead of having
intimate relations with them. The students also want their professors to give advice on

other fields of study, the point of view on life, social issues and personal problems.

9) For the entrance examination, 41.9% students have ever been tutored. More than
half of the students said to they were happy with their life in high school, and almost all
students are social. Since the number of students who have a friend of the opposite sex
is increasing every year, we need to develop and provide programs for sound culture

and relationship with the other sex.

10) The serious problems among freshmen are career, characteristics and aptitude and
capability. Students usually deal with those problems by talking about them with their
friends (54.3%), by themselves (17.1%) and by getting help from their mother (11.8%),
siblings or relatives (8.3%) and father (3.6%). So, opportunities should be provided for
experienced adults to give right advice to students and we also should guide students
through regular psychological and aptitude tests.

11) Students said the most serious problems in the current Korean society are
extravagance, corruption and irregularities, distrust in politicians and the wealthy
disparity between the rich and the poor. They cited poor regional development and

culture as problems of Jeju, so it is required to cope with regional development in Jeju
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carefully. We can find out they have negative perspectives on our society. Therefore,

social and political leaders should realize the problems and reform themselves.

12) Freshmen consider efforts and capability as the requirements for social success.
51.9% of them want to take counsel programs in the consultation service center, and the
contents that they want are about jobs, graduate schools, university life, friends and
social relations, study in other countries and so on. In order to meet the demands of
students, the consultation service center and the comprehensive service center should
get more professional and operate in a more systematic way. To this end, we need to

give administrative and financial support to the two service centers.
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