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<Abstract>

A Research on the Actual Condition of Freshman in 2001

Kim, Doo Hwa

By collecting and analyzing the basic data about freshmen, the purpose of this study
is to examine their general traits, psychological characteristics and value, and
motivation on the choice of their major and to utilize them as a basic data of students
guidance and plan for academic administration. The research has been carried out
during the period of orientation for freshmen from 2001, February 21st to 22nd as the
subject of 2231 persons out of 2881 freshmen.

The results of actual condition of freshmen in 2001 were as follows.

1) Their living base was Jeju city(61.9%), which took about two thirds of total
response, while other cities were very rare(8.6%). They usually lived in their
home(68.4%) after entering college. Meanwhile students who wanted to lodge or live at
the dormitory were 6.5%, which meant the school should prepare the facilities to
accomodate more students.

2) Their supporters were usually father(87.1%), which decreased in 1.4% in
comparison with last year. Meanwhile their grandparents and relatives as a supporter
were relatively increased. The educational background of their parents was over college
dropout or graduation(27.7%, last year was 26.7%) and it became higher every year.
The job of parents was agriculture, sales and service and commerce(51.1%), which
showed speciality of Jeju area. The number of family was four to six(84.4%), which
increased in comparison with that of last year(70.7%). The monthly income of family
was more than one million won(66.5%), which increased in comparison with that of
last year(64.7%).

3) Their home atmosphere was mostly harmonious. However the unharmonious home
was 12.0%. The unsatisfaction toward parents was 20.0% and no interest in themselves
of parents was 0.8%, which meant home and school should guide them in order not to
drop behind.

4) The burden of paying for tuition or living cost in attending college was mainly
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their supporters(88.9%) and it became slightly lower than last year(89.1%). Students
who want to get a shcolorship was 90.7% and it became slightly higher than last
year(89.5%), which showed most of students want to get a scholarship so that a school
should try to expand scholarships.

5) 88.0% students in freshmen wanted to do a part time job. They intended to prepare
pocket money and tuition by doing a part time job, so the school should offer much
more part time jobs to the students.

6) The goal of attending college was mainly to get a proficient job, professional
knowledge and development of their abilities(81.2%). The favorite things they want to
do in college was study on major(29.4%), interpersonal relationships(28.4%) and
preparation of a quailifing examination(15.2%). 71% freshmen after entering college
wanted to do club activities in hobby and sports. Their serious problems were study and
management of time and living(69.8%), which showed a school should guide them to
increase effectiveness of college life.

7) The image of our shcool was in order of beautiful campus, free and open
atmosphere and benefits of scholorships. The main consideration in choosing our
school was local aspects(40.6%). The confidence in entering Cheju National University
was only 23.2%, which showed a variety of programs should be developed for them to
do college life with confidence.

8) The main factor in the choice of their major was a test results, even though they
considered their interests. The people influencing on their choice of major was
themselves(48.9%) and a teacher(19.0%). The main consideration in choosing their
major was job prospect(29.0%), which was the highest consideration. They considered
more their aptitude(19.6%) and academic interest(19.0%) to apply a college than a
possibility of entering college(23.6%). The information of choice on their major was
collected through predecessors or friends(35.3%) and a pamphlet(32.7%) published at
college. Also the time of choice on their major was still the period of receiving an
application form(45.0%). They applied for their major without knowing the knowledge
of major(36.1%), so that the course of guidance in accordance with choice on major
should be necessary. In reviewing the types of their job they want to get, most of
students wanted to get a job which they use their major or is related to major. The
students wanted to continue their study(53.7%), adopt minor major(19.4%), change
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their major(13.0%) and study again to apply another major(4.1%), so that systematic
guidance for a course of students in primary and secondary schools should be carried
out.

9) They wanted to get a guidance of major knowledge from professor(47.0%) and to
have close and humanistic relationship with them(27.4%). They also wanted to get a
academic guidance besides major. Therefore a professor should teach them view of life
and social or personal problems along with an academic guidance.

10) They had an experience to get extracurricular studies in order to prepare for
entering college(35.6%) and students who were not satisfied with high school life were
9.9%. Their interpersonal relationships were good(93.2%) and they had girl or boy
friends(33.2%), in which boy students(36.2%) were much than girl students(30.3%), A
program for sexual education should be provided with them in order to have proper
relationship with the opposite sex.

11) Their serious problems were aptitude or job(32.0%), studies(27.1%),
personalities(9.5%) and interpersonal relationships(6.1%). They relied on
friends(55.3%) to discuss their problems or by themselves(18.9%), mother(11.9%),
brothers and sister or relatives(7.6%) and father(3.6%). An opportunity which adults
with more experiences help them should be provided.

12) They considered the most serious problems which Korean society faces now were
economic(22.5%), distrust toward politicians(22.2%), luxury and injustice and
corruption(20.8%), and a difference between the rich and the poor(16.0%). They had a
negative viewpoint of our society. The considered the problems in Jeju-do were local
development(35.1%) and cultural retard(26.6%). They thought the development of Jeju
should be carried out carefully.

13) The considered the prerequisite condition to succeed in a society was their own
abilities(37.7%) and their efforts(33.6%). They wanted to get a counseling program
which was carried out at Student Living Research Institute(54.2%). The contents they
wanted to get a counseling were job(25.9%), studies(21.1%), adjustment to school
life(9.0%), interpersonal relationships(8.0%), and studying abroad(7.5%). The Job
Information Center and Student Living Research Institute should provide various

programs to meet students' needs and desire.
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