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{Abstract)

The Arrival of Chinese at Jeju in the 17th Century
—Focused on 95 Ming merchants drifted to the island in 1667-

Kang Chang Ryong

This study deals with the administration of the Joseon government, both central
and local, concerning Chinese who were drifted to its temitory in the mid 17th
century. The main discussion in the study is focused on a group of Ming
merchants who accidentally landed on Jeu Island in 1667(the 8th year of the King
Hyeonpng' s rule), dealing with the details such as their jb, name, age, birth place,
the list of goods carried in their ship, measures of the Joseon government to send
them back, and the general policy of local government for handling the Chinese
related matters,

It was on May 23 in 1667, the 8th year of the King Hyeonjng s rule, that a
group of 95 Ming merchants lost their trade route to Japan and had to land at the
coast of Gaekkak, Yerae-ri, Daepong-hyeon of Jeu. The merchants, among them
was a government-sponsored merchant named Lian yan guan from Fujan Province
of Ming China, had trade goods in their ship such as white confections, deer hide,
herbal medicines and good-quality silk. Most of these Ming merchants were found
to have come from Quan zhou fu, tong An Xian, tin tiang xian, Nan an xian,
zhang zhou fu and zhang tai xian,

Records show that the arrival of Ming merchants on May 23 in 1667 was
preceded by other groups of foreigners who arrived, also accidentally, at Sameup of
Jeju on February 9 in 1652(the 3rd year of the King Hyopng s rule). In total, two
Ming ships brought 123 Chinese merchants,

The news of the 1667 incident was promptly delivered to the court on June 21
by Hong Cheo-hu, Governor of Jeolla-do, and a cabinet meeting was held two days
later, on June 23, to decide how to deal with the Ming merchants, Views of the
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government ministers were divided.

Members from the non-mainstream faction of Secin{ Party of the West ), such
as Jeong Chi-hwa(Chief Minister in the Right), Yu Hyeok-won(Provincial
Governor), Yi Gyeong-eok(Justice Minister), O Jeong-il(Mayor of the Capital),
Hong Myeong-ha(Prime Minister) and Kim Jwa-myeong(Military Minister),
insisted that the merchants should be sent back to their home where Ching had
toppled Ming. By contrast, members from the mainstream faction, including Min
Yu-jung(Chief Royal ecretary), Seong Ji-seon, Yi Yu-sang, Nam I-seong, Yi Dan-
ha, Bak Se-dang, Yi Sang-ik, Yi Ji-ryeom, Gwon Gyeok, had a view that they
should be sent to where they wanted to go to. The opinion of the latter, that
Joseon should respect Ming as the only authoritative dynasty of China and
disregard Ching as a regime of “northemn barbarians, succeeded in persuading the
ruling faction, Noron{Elders Discourse), of Seoin. Accordingly, a decision was made
to send the 95 Ming merchants to China under the reign of the Ching Dynasty.

The 28 Chinese merchants who landed at Jeongui-hyeon of Jeju Island on
February 9 in 1652 were also sent to Beijng, China, On June 14 of the same year,
King Hyopng decided to simplify the existing report system and ordered that all
foreigners drifted to his territory should be dealt with according to the decision of
Bibyeonsa(Border Defense Council) without reporting to army or navy commanders,
In 1657(the 8" year of the King Hyojpng s rule), a group of influential statesmen,
including Song Jun-gil and Song Si-yeol, argued that to maintain the traditional
allegiance to “civilized China”, all the official documents of their government,
including memorials sent up to the throne and royal edicts, should avoid using reign
titles of Ching.

On May 25 in 1670(the 11" vear of the King Hyeonpng s rule). another Chinese
ship was drifted to Geutdeunggae of Jeongui-hyeon, Jeu Island. No Jeong, governor
of Jejn, acceded to the request of the Chinese merchants by allowing them to sall
back to Nagasaki, Japan, When yet another Chinese ship was drifted to the island
in 1675(the 1* year of the King Sukpng s rule), the Jeju governor kept the ship
from coming ashore, The governor didn' t make an official report of the incident for
the court, and gave admonition for his ‘people to keep it in secret. On December 10
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in 1693(the 19® vear of the King Sukjong s rule), a Chinese ship carrying 32 Ching
merchants, including cheng gan-shun from Jiangningfu in south China, was
wrecked at a coast of Gwideok-r, east of Myeongwolin, The local government
acceded to their request and issued a written certificate to ensure their safe passage

in their return purney.

Key words : Ming merchants, drifting to Jep, identification, goods, sending back,
management of drifters, Pro-Ming Policy, utilitarianism
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