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[Abstract]

Thought of Serving Heaven within me in Dong-hak
and Constitutional Human dignity

S_hin, Yong-In
Lawyer, Professor, Jeju National University Law schoof

The human dignity is the highest .ideology of the Constitution of the
Republic of Korea. But unfortunately, it has been not realized in our lives every
now and then, We should find out the grounds and meanings of the human
dignity in the traditional spirits of our nation and from the viewpoints
integrating Western individualism and Oriental groupism. the Thought of
Serving Heaven within me in Dong-hak is the very thing. According to the
Thought of Serving Heaven within me, Human beings serve Heaven within
them, That means Heaven is in the deepest mind of human beings, and
everything in the world is connected by Heaven. So hurman beings have
the dignity, The human dignity is realized by the act of Serving Heaven
within me, saying in other words, the life of ssiol. The life of ssiol is that
he or she realizes not only the freedom of thé subject, but alse the
integration of everything in his or her life. Such life is like the style of life
realizes the human dignity. We can define the human dignity is the
personality, which is looked upon as the essence of human beings. is
composed of the rationality, the morality and the spirituality. The human
dignity is the highest guiding principle of the Constitution, and is the
control principle of the Constitution. The human dignity zlso roles guidelines
of life. If you look at the relationship between The human dignity and

Basic rights, the former is the end, while the latter are the means. Basic
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rights are the instrument to realize human dignity. Governing structures of
the Constitution are the instrument to realize Basic rights, So both of them
are the instrument to realize human dignity, The human dignity is not only
the highest ideology of the Constitution. but also the core principle
penetrates the Constitution all the way through. The human dignity should
be provided in the Article I of the Constitution. ‘

Key words : human dignity, individualism, groupism, reason, morality, Dong-hak,

Serving Heaven within me, ssiol, basic rights, governing

structures, Constitution

- 222 -



