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[Abstract]

A Comparative Study on the Safety Issues of the Spectators at
Sports Events

Kim, Bong-Chul
Lecturer of Hankuk University of foreign Studies/Kyonggi University

In Korea, it is popular to watch the sports events at a stadium these days.
Although there have been many accidents or violences in sports events, the legal
system of Korea is not enough to protect the spectators. After several international
sports events such as the Olympic games and the World Cup in recent years, the
safety issue of the spectators is becoming one of the main issues considering terrorism
and violences at sports events.

The study consists of two parts. In the first step, the purpose of the study is to
examine several cases regarding the issues of violence and safety of the spectators at
sports stadium in Korea. In the second step, the study introduce the legal situation
of the United Kingdom. Focusing on the football spectators, the country has developed
many national acts such as Football Spectators Act and Football (Disorder) Act to
protect the spectators from any violence or accidents in football grounds. Those acts
provide various types of rights and duties for the protection for the spectators.
Sometimes the activities of the agencies or the government under the acts may
restrict the rights of the people.

As a conclusion, it is necessary to establish the act in Korea for the safety of the
spectators like the UK. Although the act may include some provisions to restrict the
rights of people, there must be clear limitations considering the Korean situation.

Key words : Football Spectators Act, Football (Disorder) Act, Safety of Sports Ground

- 18 -



