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Discerning and estimating approach of cost-benefit for
animal welfare policies:

focused on legal consistency and emotional utility
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[Abstract]

Discerning and estimating approach of cost-benefit for
animal welfare policies:

focused on legal consistency and emotional utility

Kim, Jung-Wook - Kim, Jeon-Gkyu
KDI, Center for Regulatory Studies

This article discusses discerning and estimating approach of cost—benefit
for animal welfare policies. Our Constitution grants freedom, responsibilities,

duties and right only to humans, and Framework Act on Administrative
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Regulations is applied only to citizens.

Therefore, in order to maintain legal consistency, who taking costs or
benefits in Regulatory Impact Assessment(RIA) conducted in accordance
with the Framework act on Administrative Regulation should be only humans,
not animals, even for regulatory policies related to animal welfare.

On the other hand, since RIA aims to determine whether it is a reasonable
regulation, based on the overall social gains and losses that will occur by
introduction of regulatory policies, social needs for raising animal welfare
levels should be considered as one of determinants when it comes to animal
welfare policy. However, in order to consider benefits of animal welfare but
limit its beneficiaries to humans, we set the value of emotional utility
(mainly in the form of empathy) of human and consider its process.

The size of emotional utility might be related to affinity, compassion and
justice for animals. To measure quantified benefits, we need not only monetary
value of the emotional utility but also how much the policy effects on
animal welfare. For this reason, the cases of foreign countries and effects of
domestic policies should be researched even further.

If animal welfare regulations increase production costs while the livestock
industry maintains the most optimal size and price, in the short run, the
costs are bound to outweigh the benefits. In this case, the emotional utility
value need to be discussed to make comprehensive and rational decision—

making,

Key words : animal welfare, RIA, cost—benefit analysis, livestock industry,
regulatory policy
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