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Abstract

Modern Chinese Intellectual Zhou Zuoren’'s Awareness of
Japan:

Centering on Media Contributions

WANG WEIWEI

Department of Journalism & Public Relations

The Graduate School

Jeju National University

Through the Meiji Restoration, Japan quickly advanced from a feudal
underdeveloped country to a historical advancement of modernization and
emerged as Asia’s No. 1 powerhouse at the time. Since then, a large number
of international students from East Asian countries have flocked to Japan,
and Zhou Zuoren’s have been active as Chinese students in the early days
after the Japanese Meiji Restoration. At that time, the situation of Japan in
various fields, such as culture, politics, and life, can be seen through the
writings of Zhou Zuoren's, and there is a lot of research and reference value
in the exchange and development of modern East Asian culture. Second,
according to research, the early media activities of the main writers were
relatively active. The main writers participated in the editing of the “Xin
Qing Nian CH1H4)"” during the "5.4th Newspaper Movement” and did some
media activities, such as launching the "Yu Si(iE#f) ” week with Lin Yu
Tang(#:E%4). However, there is no research on the main writers’ media
activities. Finally, in Zhou Zuoren's pro-Japanese research, the author

discovered that there was a problem of blurring the relationship between
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Zhou Zuoren’'s position on Japanese culture and political position. Therefore,
this article studied Zhou Zuoren’s perception of Japanese culture, food,
clothing, shelter, and Japanese language education by  collecting
Japanese-related articles published in Zhou Zuoren newspapers from 1908 to
1945. The following conclusions were obtained as a result of dividing 123's
cultural and political positions on Japan into chronological order.

Poetry is universal in Japan, and its shortness is one of the characteristics
of Japanese poetry, and because it is extremely short, the people can even
compose poetry. Japanese poetry, like horses, has a unified and harmonious
beauty because of its simple harmony in the Japanese language. Although it
does not compose a short, grammatically complete sentence, Japanese haiku is
intended to express meaning other than the language of poetry. Japan created
this humorous and interesting style on its own with a novel style unique to
Japan. Japanese literary works can feel their beauty when they appreciate the
original text, but translating Japanese literature i1s extremely difficult because
their original characteristics and beauty disappear when translated into
Chinese. Ukiyoe originated from ancient China but developed into Japan's
own painting art, and its characteristic is that it expresses a colorful and
mainly common culture.

Perception of life is expressed in memories of living in Tokyo and feelings
about Japanese food, clothing, shelter, and shelter. From a cultural point of
view, the perception of life in Japan and the relationship between cultures are
harmonious and positive. Lastly, in the case of Japanese language education,
he recommended the establishment of a specialized department with Japanese
as a second language for Chinese and argued that studying in Japan should
be encouraged. Zhou Zuoren's affirmation of Japanese culture also makes his
attitude toward studying Japanese seem positive and encouraging.

This study took a positive and independent position on Japanese culture
from 1919 to 1937 and rejected the political position on Japan according to the

results of the study by separating the cultural and political positions of Zhou
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Zuoren into time before and after. In 1937, he separated his cultural and
political positions on Japan. From 1940 to 1943, the cultural position still
maintained independence, but even if the political position changed to
pro—Japanese in 1940.

The results of Zhou Zuoren’'s research on Japanese culture are meaningful
in that Japanese culture can be used as a reference for the development of
modern Chinese culture. Through the newspaper, Zhou Zuoren implicitly
conveyed his view of Japanese culture to progressive intellectuals and young
people at the time and suggested the development of Asian culture and
cultural exchange. In this recognition of Japanese culture, Zhou Zuoren's view
of culture and politics are implicitly expressed, and it shows the contradictory
relationship between the culture’s inability to escape from the plight of
politics. This study broadens the diversification of Zhou Zuoren studies with
Zhou Zuoren's media activities as the main subject of research and provides
more research perspective on Zhou Zuoren's research.

Future research is expected to expand to research on the perception of
modern intellectuals in East Asia such as China and Korea about Japan. It is
necessary to consider the Japanese cultural ideas contained in the media
activities of modern intellectuals of the time against the background of the
times after the Japanese Meiji Restoration. The modern development of East
Asian culture and diversification of cultural exchanges are not only studies
that scholars in the Zhou Zuoren era are interested in, but are important
research tasks in the future.

Keywords: a modern intellectual, Japanese culture, pro—Japanese, Meiji

Restoration, “Xin Qing Nian CHri5sE) 7
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