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Symbolism of Flowers in Fiction, Film, and Drama and

their Use in Horticultural Healing

Kyung-Im Jung

DEPARTMENT OF HORTICULTURAL SCIENCE
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF INDUSTRY
JEJU NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

ABSTRACT

This study analyzed how the symbolism of flowers is used in cultural media
such as novels, movies, and dramas. The works to be analyzed were selected
mainly from the 2000s, and a total of 21 works, including 12 novels, 4 movies,
and 5 dramas, were targeted. Among them, novels were limited to Korean works
to deal with plants living in Korea, and the dramas and movies included both
domestic and foreign works and were analyzed by expanding not only flowers
but also gardens. The symbolism of flowers found in the works to be analyzed
was grouped into five themes: willingness, love, heartbreak, mild disposition, and
life. It also revealed As a result of the analysis, the flowers in each work
revealed the character's character, showed the human inner side, and provided
decisive clues to the event. It also revealed complex themes through the symbol
of flowers.

In novels, it has the power to imagine and infer flowers by secretly showing
the symbolism of flowers using the appearance, image, flower language, and
customs related to flowers. On the other hand, in dramas and movies, flowers
are directly shown in videos, so it has the effect of focusing on the connection
with the story rather than the realm of imagination, and the symbolism of flowe

rs, plants, and gardens is clearly revealed. Knowing the symbolism of flowers
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covered in each work will allow you to deeply understand the work, and it will
be an opportunity to pay attention to flowers and further enter the world of
plants.

Lastly, horticultural therapy classes can be abundantly expanded by storytelling
how each work, such as flowers' physiological characteristics, images, and flower
words, handles the symbols of flowers. This is because horticultural therapy
programs using flower symbolism have effects in psychological and emotional
areas. Therefore, we propose a horticultural therapy program using the film

<Leon> and the novel <Prepade Life> as tools. It is expected that such

instructional plans can be abundantly utilized in horticultural therapy programs.
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