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New Trends in the Jeju Art World and
the Birth of 4:3 Art in the 1980s

PARK Min-Hee

Department of History
The Graduate School

Jeju National University

This study was conducted as the first task for full-scale academic research

on the 4:3 Art Exhibition, with the aim of revealing its history in detail. It
is significant that a qualitative research method was applied with a focus on
the founding members of the painters’ group called “Boromkoji(means cape
of wind)” and based on 24 literary materials and 217 images in 16 types
discovered in the process, a new historical narrative was attempted.

In the mid-1980s, art students critical of reality emerged in Jeju society.
They accepted and practiced the Minjung Art(means the people’s art) that
was spreading mainly in Seoul and Gwangju at that time, and sought the
social role of art while communicating with activists for the democratization
movement in Jeju. In particular, the exhibition titled “Situation and
Expression” has significance as the exhibition in which Minjung Art
appeared for the first time in the Jeju art circle.

Inspired by the enthusiasm of the June Democratic Uprising in 1987,
artists in Jeju founded Boromkoji as a professional art group and hosted
an invitation exhibition “Grand Art Exhibition for National Liberation and
National Unification” in 1987 as a prelude to the foundation. Their activities,
however, were intimidated by the interruption of the government authority as
the police seized artworks and detained the representatives of the exhibition.
They began their full-fledged activities in 1988 by holding the “Foundation
Exhibition by Painting Group Boromkoji” and later, were actively produced

artworks by hosting exhibitions, including “My Engraving Knife, Our



Songs”(1988), “Hanging Paintings Wishing for Reunification”(1988), “April
Art Exhibition” (1989), “April 3rd Spirit-summoning Exhibition”(1989),
“Invitation Exhibition: Choi Jeong-hyeo’s Comics”(1989), and “Tourist,
Land, and People in Jeju”(1989). They were also actively engaged in rallies
that addressed major issues of the Jeju community, such as the ones against
the oppression of the Saehan Hospital labor union(1987-1988), the Tap-
dong reclamation and development(1988), and the construction of a military
base on Mt. Songak (1988-1989), by producing hanging paintings, banners
and flags to be used as decorations for the rally sites. While operating a
printmaking class and workshop, they interacted directly with those who
shared the same cause for democratization and the April 3rd Truth-Finding
Movement, and their efforts resonated with others.

The “April Art Exhibition” held by Boromkoji in 1989 was the first
exhibition that collectively visualized the historical event of the April 3rd
Uprising and Massacre. This has a notable historical significance as a pre-
history of the 4-3 Art Exhibition, which has continued to this day, and as the
venue that gave birth to the 4-3 Art. The birth of 4:3 Art is of significance
as the outcome of the artists of that time who worked and interacted
closely with Jeju society. Boromkoji served a pivotal role in integrating the
capabilities of artists who had critical views on reality, and was the only artist
group in the Jeju art world that advocated for the Minjung Art movement
and worked in line with democratization movement activists. Artists in Jeju
were able to communicate with the democratization movement advocates
and respond to the demands of the times for the truth-finding of the April
3rd Uprising and Massacre since Bromkoji existed as a decision-making
structure, although it had only seven members. The social remarks made by
artists centered on Boromkoji were the first cracks that appeared in the Jeju
art world, which had a vested interest based on the Jeju Art Association.
Their activities became the starting point not only for the foundation of a
separate consultative body called the Tamla Artists Association, but also for

the formation of a new trend in the Jeju art world.
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