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Abstract

A Study on Libel and the Reasonings of Public Figure in
China

JIE YANQIN

Department of Journalism & Public Relations
The Graduate School
Jeju National University

This study aims to examine how defamation-related judgments are made in
Chinese courts and analyze the characteristics of defamation lawsuit precedents
involving public figures. Additionally, the research seeks to explore how the
courts determine and categorize the criteria and types of judgments regarding
public figures through diverse case analyses.

The research findings indicate that Chinese courts comprehensively assess the
presence of clear damage to the reputation of the victim, the causal relationship
between the wrongful act of the perpetrator and the resulting harm, and
whether such causation is based on the subjective fault of the perpetrator when
determining the unlawfulness.

The criteria for distinguishing between public and private individuals, as
judged by Chinese courts, are presented as individuals with “a certain degree of
recognition within a specific region and time frame.” It was observed that
restrictions on the rights of public figures vary based on their status and the
type of public figure they are.

This paper holds significance in confirming the characteristics of defamation

judgments, criteria for determining public figures, and the limitations of
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protecting reputational rights through an analysis of defamation-related

precedents in Chinese courts.

Key words: Chinese defamation, public figures and private individuals, theory of

public figures, actual malice, Chinese court precedents.
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