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<Abstract>

Study on Eco-Art through images of Jeju’s native
plants

- Focusing on the Author's Works -

Seojin Yu

Graduate School of Jeju National University

Department of Fine Art, Western Painting Major

The Industrial Revolution, which began in England in the 19th
century, began to exploit workers who flocked to cities, pollute the
environment, and destroy the balance between humans and nature.
Modern people who suffered from these side effects longed for a return
to nature and realized that the clean air and water they took for
granted was limited. This perception spread to science, literature, and
various other fields, and even influenced art, leading to the emergence
of ‘ecological art’ as one of the art styles.

Ecological art emerged by artists with an inherent ecological
consciousness based on their consideration of nature being destroyed.
After modernism, which nature existed only as an object of
reproduction, in the postmodern era, nature and humans began to be
harmonized and human desires and nature began to be expressed in
works. This has grown beyond the human-centered perspective of
dominating nature into a practical art form aimed at preserving and

publicizing the ecosystem that has collapsed due to environmental
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destruction. This trend continued through ‘Land Art, which used
natural objects as materials for works, to ‘Ecological Art’ activities that
led to direct practice of environmental conservation without damaging
the ecological site.

This study examines the creation process and social background of
ecology and environmental movements that emerged in recognition of
the seriousness of the climate crisis, analyzes precedents of ecological
art works based on an ecological worldview, and provides theoretical
research and formative support for my own work. part time job

As a preliminary study, I classified the nature and role of various
ecological art productions and conducted research on contemporary
artists. All of them planned audience—participatory works, and their
significance i1s to inform more people about the intention of the work.
It instilled an ecological worldview in the public in free ways that
could not be attempted in the realm of politics, and influenced various
ecological movements by connecting them to the whole world.

Under these theoretical considerations and case studies, the researcher
considered appropriate methods and developmental directions for
projecting an ecological worldview into works through images of Jeju's
native plants that highlight local meanings. I re—established the
ecological consciousness that influenced the formation of my work,
identified the current situation and problems of Jeju’'s ecosystem, and
explored the material and meaning of my work. In the way of
expressing this, the fluid vitality of plants was emphasized through
drawing, and the Eastern formal element, blankness, was incorporated

to seek balance and a sense of space within the picture. In addition,
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we were able to create an opportunity to find harmony between
Eastern and Western expression methods by emphasizing the natural
ecological cycle through flowing Western expression methods using oil
painting and acrylic materials. Finally, by studying previous artists who
work on plants, it was confirmed that the meaning of works of art
using plant images can extend beyond the aesthetic value of vitality
and circulation to the aspect of environmental protection that pursues

an equal relationship between humans and nature.
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