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(ABSTRACT)

A Discussion on TFire in the Fields by Ooka Shohei
- Focusing on the desire for the restoration of morality

and the need for God -

Kim, Gyeong-min

Department of Japanese Language and Literature
The Graduate School
Jeju National University

Abstract

“Fire in the Field” is a novel of Ooka Shohei based on his own war
experiences. Most critics cite “Fire in the Field” as a masterpiece of
postwar literature, and it is praised as a work that depicts the inner
lives of people in the extreme conditions of war. Therefore, preceding
research has focused on the issue of cannibalism that arises in the
extreme situation of war, the structure of the work, and research on
God and salvation. The study accepts and inherits the results of
preceding research, and reexamines the existence of God, which is
revealed in the main character Tamura's memoir, in connection with the
desire for the restoration of morality, and attempts to explain the
existence of God revealed in Tamura's own memoir. This study also
considered the reason why it was necessary to include the presence of
God in it.

The first chapter focuses on Tamura's cannibalism and the process by

- 44 -



which morality deteriorates. Tamura's latent cannibalistic desire begins
to surface when he becomes starved. Tamura ate monkey flesh given by
Nagamatsu without knowing the true nature of it. For this, it is difficult
to see him as a complete degradation of morality. Tamura wanted to
avoid the fact that the dried monkey flesh was human flesh, but in the
end, the moment he witnessed a hunting scene and faced the truth was
the moment when Tamura's morality completely collapsed.

The second chapter delves deeply into Tamura's longing for the
existence of God and exploring the significant impact of God's existence
had on his life. Tamura found a cross while wandering alone on the
battlefield, which made him realize his religious thoughts. Tamura,
risking his life, headed towards the church, showing his longing for the
existence of God in his quest for salvation. In addition, the presence of
God intervened in Tamura's life in the form of left and right division of
his body and voices, preventing Tamura's complete moral degradation.

The third chapter provides an overview of Tamura's desire to recover
his sense of morality. After Tamura's morality completely deteriorated,
he tried to show that his cannibalism was not arbitrary and was done
out of someone else's will, and that he was a moral being who abhorred
the consumption of human flesh. He also expressed his guilt and
morality by holding a unique ritual in front of food, and feeling a sense
of rejection about the war. Tamura continues to deny cannibalism, and
at the same time interprets his own cannibalism as a reaction to take
revenge against humans. This scenes reveal his desire to restore his
completely degraded morality.

The Fourth chapter talks about the existence of God as summoned in
the memoir. It was difficult to determine the authenticity of the memoir,
and Tamura's suspicions about God weakened the presence of God.

However, if the existence of God were dismissed, it would be impossible
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for Tamura to attempt self-defense and restoration of morality that
Tamura attempted in his memoir. Therefore, it was necessary for
Tamura to maintain the existence of God within the memoir. Tamura
tried to regain his morality through the existence of God in the memoir,
and even though he consumed human flesh, the presence of God was
essential for his attempt to remain a moral human being and to recover
his morality.

As explored in the previous analysis of presence of god in “Fire in the
Field” functions as a pivotal tool for the restoration of Tamura's
deteriorated morality. It can be argued that without revealing the
existence of God from his memoir, Tamura's redemption and moral

restoration would be unattainable.
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