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The experiences of elementary homeroom teachers
participating in ‘complementary program for

learning competency’

Yang ji seon

Department of Elementary Education and Major in Elementary Education
The Graduate School

Jeju National University

Abstract

This study examines in what context elementary school homeroom teachers
participate in the ‘Learning Competence Help Program’, what they experience
while operating the ‘Learning Competence Help Program’, and what meaning
they give to participating in the ‘Learning Competency Help Program’. The
following research questions were selected for exploration.

First, in what context do elementary school homeroom teachers participate
in the ‘learning competency help program’?

Second, what do elementary school homeroom teachers experience while
participating in the ‘learning competency help program’?

Third, what meaning do elementary school homeroom teachers attach to
participation in the ‘learning competency help program’?

To this end, the researcher applied a phenomenological research method
among qualitative research to this study.

In—-depth interviews were conducted with 6 homeroom teachers working at

A elementary school in the eastern area of Jeju-si, literature on the policy of
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the Ministry of Education to resolve educational deficits and guaranteeing
basic academic ability, the Jeju Special Self-Governing Provincial Office of
Education and the ‘learning competency help program’ operation plan of A
elementary school. Data were collected by conducting.

The collected data were analyzed according to the research procedure of
Moustakas (1994) and categorized into 3 upper categories, 12 middle
categories, and 24 lower categories.

The results of the study on the experience of participating in the ‘learning
competency help program’ of elementary school homeroom teachers are as
follows.

First, the experience of elementary school homeroom teachers participating
in the ‘learning competency help program’ to ensure basic academic ability
was made in the context of the Ministry of Education’s policy, the Jeju
Special Self-Governing Provincial Office of Education, and the school’s
operation plan. The deepening of educational deficits due to COVID-19
affected the Ministry of Education’s policies, which led to the establishment
of the ‘Ist Comprehensive Plan for Guaranteeing Basic Academic Ability’ by
the Ministry of Education, and the establishment of the ‘learning competency
help program’ operation plan by the Jeju Special Self-Governing Provincial
Office of Education. In elementary schools, a ‘learning competency help
program’ was operated. Elementary school homeroom teachers are all
accepting participation in the ‘learning competency help program’, a curriculum
supplement program to resolve educational deficits, but the degree of
acceptance was different. In order to resolve educational deficits, they
sympathized with the purpose of operating the ‘Learning Competency Help
Program’ and recognized that guiding students subject to learning support
was a teacher’'s job, so they took an active attitude of acceptance. It was
recognized and accepted.

Second, the elementary school homeroom teachers participated with the
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frustration of starting the ‘Learning Competency Help Program’ without
guidance or guidance on how to teach, and the burden of having to produce
results because they are teaching while receiving a guidance allowance.
However, she systematically and continuously guided teachers by discovering
students’ willingness to study, expressing gratitude from parents, and
strengthening teachers’ internal motivation through generous support from the
education office and schools. However, she felt difficulties in guiding students
who were subject to learning support due to the students’ willingness to be
disconnected, the parents’ rejection reaction, and the difficulty of securing
time and space. Despite these difficulties, teachers have come to recognize
their calling so that they can focus on the students’ self-esteem, the defining
domain, rather than the students’ learning outcomes.

Third, elementary school homeroom teachers’ students experienced growth
not only in terms of results but also in terms of definition. Therefore,
teachers felt the need for teachers’ efforts to understand students such as
learning disabilities and slow learners in order to teach students well and to
put in teaching methods suitable for each student’s characteristics, securing
time and space and the number of students in each class. It was felt that
institutional support was needed to enable immediate support from the new
semester by adjusting the period of environmental support such as reduction
and basic academic ability diagnostic test to the end of the school year. In
addition, they agreed that the will of students and the cooperation of parents
are necessary for effective guidance of the ‘learning competency help
program’.

Based on the above, this study is concerned with the environmental,
financial, institutional support and school’s temporal-spatial support that
elementary school homeroom teachers’ experience of participating in the
‘learning competency help program’ requires efforts from the Ministry of

Education, the Office of Education, the school level, and the individual teacher
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level. We suggest support for creating an environment, change teachers’
perceptions of students’ growth, and efforts to develop professionalism. This
study is meaningful in that it sought out the meaning of participation in the

'Learning Competency Help Program’ for incumbent teachers.

Keywords: complementary program for learning competency, guarantee of
basic academic ability, supplementary program in subjet-matter,

elementary school teacher
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