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Abstract

The Playful Dramaturgy of Gutnori in Jeju

Yang In jeong

Department of Interdisciplinary Postgraduate
Program in Koreanology
GRADUATE SCHOOL
JEJU NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

This paper examines Gutnori in Jeju to study the playful dramaturgy of
the local Gutnori and its significance. Gutnori refer to shamanic rituals
where deities and people entertain themselves together by playing a joke
on the deities after greeting them. The deities in Gutnori mostly appear
to be unhandsome and pitiable. Therefore, Gutnori enable people to
encounter deities who may understand and accompany them.

Gutnori in Jeju are classified into Maji type [Maji referring to greeting
the deities], individual type, and open type based on the courses of the
shamanic rituals with a focus on their playfulness. Firstly, the Maji type
can be identified by studying the relatedness of Maji and Gutnori. The
course of Maji plays a joke on the deity through nori [performances of
folk entertainment] and encourages it to reveal itself. Specifically, Maji
includes the sub-course of Jilchim [clearing the path that a deity will
take to descend], which concurrently take place with nor7 in many cases.
Even for the deities in the upper class, the course of Maji in Jeju's gut
[shamanic rituals] involves dramatic acts that are similar to nori. A
representative example is found in Chogongmaji. Second, Jeju's Gutnori
feature individual performances whose titles end with nori, as shown in
Segyeongnori, Jeonsangnori, Yongnori (or Gallyongmeori), Yeonggamnori,
and Sanongnori. Representative cases of these individual Gutnori include
Segyeongnori, Jeonsangnori, Yongnori (Gallyongmeori), and other courses
of Keungut [large-scale shamanic rituals] that exhibit the playfulness of
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Gutnori. Third, to account for the entertaining and playful
characteristics of Jeju's gut, Seoksallim cannot be left out. Seoksallim
involves a unique nori called Nolpangut.

In the performance of playing a joke on the deities in Gutnori,
playfulness plays a key role. How this playfulness works in Gutnori is
direct, ordinary, and magical. The characters appearing in Gutnori heal
themselves through the restoration of their everyday lives while longing
for changes by diverting from those everyday routines. In this sense, the
performances of Gutnori pursue the playfulness concurrent with empathy
and communication. While Gutnori are performed, the aesthetics of
paradox is activated where failure turns into success and argument into
reconciliation. Gutnori look to changes and it is these changes that
realize a balance through restoration and coexistence.

Keywords: Jeju, Gutnori, playfulness, Maji, Jilchim, Seoksallim,
Nolpangut, Segyeongnori, Jeonsangnori, Yongnori (Gallyongmeori),
Eunsangshik bunsangshik, Gobeunmengdu, Gunbengnori, Shilmyeongpuri

shigeunbonpum, Ssideurim
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