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Discussion on the 'Agenda for Public Opinion Formation'

of Manchukuo <Daedong Newspaper>:
- Focused on Editorials -

Luo Bing
Dept. of Journalism & Public Relations

Jeju National University

Following the Meiji Restoration, Japan embarked on a path of aggression
and expansion, successively occupying the Korean peninsula and the
northeastern region of China. Then, in 1931, it instigated the 'September 18
Incident', establishing a puppet regime in Manchukuo and initiating
comprehensive colonial rule over the northeastern region of China.

During Japan's rule over Manchukuo, it is impossible not to mention that
Japan used the media as its speaker. Japan sought to unify the media through
strict press control and press guidance, and supported the government's control
and influence over the public's ideology. The newspaper, represented by the
Daedong Newspaper, was an important media weapon for Japan. The Daedong
Newspaper was launched in 1933 with the support of the Japanese and was
published for about ten years until it was reorganized into the Kangdeok
Newspaper with other newspapers in October 1942. It had the largest
circulation and influence in Manchukuo and was the most influential Chinese
language newspaper. In particular, the analysis of the editorials, which best
represented the government's position and political attitude, is very significant.
In other words, through the editorials, we can understand how Japan incited
and led the opinion of colonial citizens at the time. In this study, we
analyzed the subject area, message target, and frame of 1,218 editorials in the
Daedong Newspaper from 1933 to 1942.

As a result of the research, firstly, in the field of topics, politics and the
military accounted for the most in all periods. This shows that the editorials
of the Daedong Newspaper were primarily aimed at political and military
propaganda and agitation. It can be characterized as promoting Japanese
political thought and glorifying the Japanese military war. In addition, Japan
has covered everyday topics such as economy and agriculture to help the
people of Manchukuo adapt well to local life, and by diverting the people's
attention through this, it was able to carry out economic and resource
exploitation more easily.
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In addition, it pursued a cultural colonial policy of instilling Japanese
values and cultural ideas in the people by dealing with topics such as culture,
education, and health. Along with this, patriotism was promoted by
commemorating various anniversaries to enhance the cohesion of the people.
In this way, the Daedong Newspaper used a strategy that combines softness
and firmness, that is, a two-pronged approach, by utilizing editorials on not
only politics and the military but also culture and education.

Next, looking at the target of the messages, most of the content was
related to countries related to Japan's political situation and wars. Among
these, Manchukuo had the largest proportion, because if the position of
Manchukuo was presented from the perspective of the Japanese government,
readers could more easily accept it. Following that, there were more editorials
about the UK and Europe than about Japan. This represents an intention to
guide public opinion by providing large amounts of negative and biased
information about the enemy and to blame the mistakes of the war on the
UK and others. On the contrary, in the case of Japan, it emphasized a
friendly image of Japan helping Asia, which can be said to be one of the
main characteristics of the Daedong Newspaper editorials. In addition, it led
people to lose their expectations for anti-Japanese patriotic organizations by
dealing with large amounts of negative information about the Chinese ruled
area. Besides, it praised the success of Japan's 'Five-Race Co-prosperity' policy
through propaganda about the Korean colony and the Mongolian puppet
regime. In non-state related contents that are not related to the state, it
induced the interest of readers by dealing with lively views or life-related
information that the readers can be interested in, and instilled the ideology
that the government wants to instill in the citizens.

Lastly, in the Daedong Newspaper editorial frame, there was a lot of
criticism of other countries, and most of the content was praising Japan. It
criticized that the UK and others destroyed world peace and criticized the
incompetence of the Chinese government, while praising Japan's benevolence.
The most prominent feature was the contrasting strategy of belittling and
criticizing other countries while glorifying Japan. Especially when a significant
event occurred frequently or when Japan was defeated, it also distracted the
attention of the people by changing the topic. Also, as the war progressed,
Japan desperately needed a large amount of manpower, wealth, and resources
for war supply. It appealed to

the people to contribute to the war and to increase the production of war
supplies. In addition, by explaining the policies and laws of the state in an
easy-to-understand way, the citizens were able to fully understand the
government's intentions. In this way, it achieved the effect of delivering the
message that the government wanted to convey more concisely to the people

_57_



through editorials.

Overall, the Daedong Newspaper editorials can be said to be the 'political
weather forecast' of the Japanese government. The content of the editorials
also changed over time, which is closely related to Japan's political attitude.
The Daedong Newspaper systematically dealt with editorials according to
Japan's publicity intentions and policies by setting the direction of public
opinion. Especially, the editorial content was helpful for the life of the
citizens of Manchukuo and was easy to read, which led the readers to
immerse themselves. It can be said that it had a great influence and ripple
effect. At that time, there was a lot of lack of information due to the war, so
the Daedong Newspaper satisfied the information needs of the people of
Manchukuo, and as the war occurred and the more serious the event, it
handled a large amount of editorials that represented the position of the
Japanese government. This stabilized the public sentiment by planting the
belief that East Asia will surely be peaceful and prosperous, and will surely
be safe with Japan's protection.

The propagation of the Daedong Newspaper editorials follows a singular
downward direction, and the set agendas carry a distinct political attitude. The
media guide the flow of public opinion through agenda setting, and the
aedong Newspaper achieved the best propagation effect by better integrating
the goal agenda of the Japanese government and the demands of the
Manchukuo audience. The Daedong Newspaper was well aware of the
formation and guidance of public opinion. For the best propagation effect, the
selection and style of the editorial's agenda started from the life and demands
of the citizens, and it undermined the trust of the people in the Nationalist
Party and the Communist Party by setting Europe and the United States, etc.,
against the Chinese in a way that the people of Manchukuo could easily
accept. Also, it quoted a lot of well-known traditional Chinese stories and
Confucian classics in the editorials to more naturally instill the attitude and
thoughts of the Japanese government. Capturing the people of Manchukuo and
leading public opinion in this way is the most distinct feature of the Daedong
Newspaper editorials. In this study, it was confirmed that Japan guided and
reconstructed the perception of the people by setting the agenda they wanted
to show through the Daedong Newspaper editorials, and further controlled
their thoughts comprehensively.

Keywords: Daedong Newspaper, Manchukuo, Japan, editorials, frame,
agenda setting
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