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<Abstract>

A Study of the Types and Distribution of

Geomjilmaeneunsori in Jeju

Jeongheui Song

Interdisciplinary Postgraduate Program in Koreanology
GRADUATE SCHOOL
JEJU NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

Jeju's folk songs referred to as Geomjilmaeneunsori are classified
into songs in the Sadeh class, songs in the Aweghi class,
Hongaeghisori, shared folk songs, and other folk songs, with the

first two distributed throughout the island.

This study attempts to enunciate the distribution, types, and variation
of Geomjilmaeneunsori — Jeju's folk songs that are sung for weeding in
dry-field farming — through which it is demonstrated that folk songs
serving a single function encompass diverse cultural aspects. Jeju's
Geomjilmaeneunsori feature various types. Based on the oicotype and
hutsori [the overword that follows seonsori or the leading solo] the songs
contain, this paper largely classifies Geomjilmaeneunsori into songs in
the Sadeh class, songs in the Aweghi class, shared folk songs, and other
folk songs. The classification was followed by the subdivision of the folk
songs with their lengths and tempos as the criteria, sorting the songs in

the Sadeh class into Jinsadehsori, Jjoreunsadehsori, and Chuchimsadeh-
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sori, and the shared folk songs into Hongaeghisori, Sangsasori,
Deoreomsori, Dambeolsori, and Yongcheongeom. The other folk songs
are very finitely distributed, featuring only two types, Seongjusori and
Seonnakgakshi. The lyrics of Geomjilmaeneunsori very distinctively
represent the characteristics of work songs. In terms of themes, working
conditions are the most frequent, followed by worldly affairs, love affairs,
and livelihoods. A representative first verse 1is “Apmeongehneun
deureonaora / Duitmeongehrang nagunagara / Sadehbuleong ughimeon-
ggaja’ [lyrics that describe the working conditions in the field]. In the
subsequent verses, workers continue to sing about their working
conditions or shift the theme to their personal affairs, love affairs, or
worldly affairs. In terms of the distribution of Geomjilmaeneunsori in
Jeju, the regional types were analyzed to identify their aspects. The
Sadeh class prevails in the western region of Jeju, while the Aweghi class
is predominant in the east. Specifically, the present districts of
Pyoseon-myeon and Seongsan-eup, which belonged to the administrative
district of Jeonguihyeon in the Joseon period, feature the most diverse
types. This paper elucidates the types of Geomjilmaeneunsori through the
mapping of its regional distribution. In the human geographical sense,
farming practices vary in the eastern and the western regions of Jeju
due to the differences in their natural conditions. The west contains land
with non-volcanic soil, while the land in the east is largely comprised of
volcanic ash soil. This difference shapes the distribution of
Geomjilmaeneunsori in Jeju. From the perspectives of history and
geography, Gubijinsadehsori in the Sadeh class are considered closed in
that their lyrics fail to go beyond the scope of the administrative district
in the Goryeo era, while the songs in the Aweghi class, the shared folk
songs, and the other folk songs describe the administrative district in

the subsequent era of the Joseon Dynasty. In the course of interacting
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with other cultures within Jeju, the folk song titled “Aweghisori” was
created, particularly regarding the relationship with shamanism.
Aweghisori’'s seonsori features Sadehsori and its hutsori is identical to
Seoujesori, a verse included in Jeju’'s shamanic ritual named Seoksallim.
This is how Aweghisori was constituted. Other than the said variation,
Dambulsori sung during Seoksallim is also a type of Geomjilmaeneunsori.
The open aspects of Geomjilmaeneunsori signify the crossover with other
functional folk songs as proved in the acceptance of other agricultural
work songs, the variants of fisheries work songs resulting from
interactive relationships, the acceptance of work songs from other
regions on the Korean mainland, and the acceptance of Changminyo
[popular folk songs]. In terms of other agricultural work songs,
Hongaeghisori and Deoreomsori are sung as Geomjilmaeneunsori, with
their formats intact. The consecution of “Sadeh class-Jjoreunsadeh-
duiyaroguna  represents the combination of the beginning part of hutsori
in Melhurineunsori and the ending part of hutsori in Jjoreunsadehsori. A
folk song from the Korean mainland, titled “Sangsasori,” was adopted to
be sung for weeding in dry-field farming and is now considered a type
of Geomjilmaeneunsori. Yongcheongeom, a Changminyo, is also renamed
Banmaeneunyongcheongeom and sung with no variation of the original
melody and lyrics. The other folk songs adopted into Geomjilmaeneunsori
include Seongjusori and Seonnakgakshi, of which the characteristics
remain unidentified.

The conclusive findings of this research are as follows: First,
Geomjilmaeneunsori are deemed to be one of the most appropriate media
through which the identity of Jeju 1is well-represented. Second,
Geomjilmaeneunsori generated features of distinctive distribution and
regional types based on the patterns of the songs. Third, Geomjilmaene-

unsori serve as an appropriate medium that connects Jeju's physical and
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human geographies.

Keywords: Jeju, Geomgilmaeneunsori, Banmaeneunsori, Gimmaeneunsori,
Sadehsori, Jinsadehsori, Jjoreunsadehsori, Makbajisadehsori, Chuchimsa-
dehsori, Aweghisori, Jinaweghisori, Jjoreunaweghisori, @ Sangsasori,
Hongaeghisori, Deoreomsori, Dambulsori, Yongcheongeom, Seongjusori,
Seonnakgakshi, dry-field farming, volcanic ash soil, {teunttang,

dwenttang, shared folk songs, oicotype, hutsori
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