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Abstract

A Study on the View of Women by the First Female
Journalists
in Korea and China:

Centering on Lee Gak-kyung and Kang Tongwei

The first female journalists arrived in China in the late 19th century and
in Korea in the early 20th century. The first female reporter in Korea, Lee
Gak-kyung, began her career at "Korean daily news(DHLAIH)" in 1921 and
produced more than 40 reports. Lee Gak-kyung presented a modern and
enlightened perspective on women that was focused on the family and
society, including living practices, women's education, mother-in-law and
daughter-in-law relationships, and children's education. Kang Tongwei, the
first female reporter in China, co-founded the "Nv Xue Bao(%%*iR)" with
other prominent women intellectuals of the era and worked as a writer and
translator for the "Zhi Xin Bao(%n#7#Rk)" in Japanese. "On China's Low
Morale" and "On the Pros and Cons of Female Students" are two studies
she published. Through this study, Kang Tongwei critiqued the
then-current conventional feudal system in China, presented examples from
elsewhere, and emphasized the benefits of education for women. The
innovative idea of "letting girls' schools spread widely across the country”
was particularly put forth.

In this regard, this study examines the various perspectives on women
expressed in media activities by two female journalists from China and
Korea. For their opinions on female roles, female education, gender
equality, and social culture, Lee Gak-kyung and Kang Tongwei—the first
female journalists in Korea and China—are compared and contrasted. What

makes the difference, and what circumstances led to its formation?
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First, Lee Gak-kyung splits the female role view into two categories—the
family role view and the societal role view—in order to address the first
study issue. She suggested that the understanding of side occupations be
improved from the perspective of the family, condemned the Korean wife's
attitude toward maids, and indicated how it should be modified. Lee
Gak-kyung described the development of ideas and attitude toward social
etiquette in the context of social positions. According to Lee Gak-kyung, it
is crucial to confirm that women's family education was primarily focused
on children's and family education. In addition, Lee Gak-kyung supports
the idea of gender equality by arguing that women should enjoy the same
social position and value as males, particularly within the household, where
it is important to instill the idea that husbands should respect their wives.
Finally, the sociocultural perspective highlights the need for development
by highlighting harmful practices including religion, early marriage, and
conventions around marriage.

The primary focus of Kang Tongwei's conception of the female role is
on mothers' guidance of their children in the family role of education,
followed by a focus on women's roles as educators in the societal role. In
addition, Kang Tongwei's perspective on women's education also provided
situations from outside, highlighting how important women's education may
be for the advancement of society. It underlines that men and women
should acquire the same education as in other foreign nations in terms of
gender equality. Finally, it highlights how important intellectuals are to the
nation and society from a sociocultural perspective.

Together, Lee Gak-kyung and Kang Tongwei presented an enlightened
perspective on women in media-related activities. The two female
journalists underlined the necessity to turn women's feudal notions into
new concepts and thought that acquiring education was the quickest and
most direct approach to accept new ideas. Particularly, two female

journalists advocated that education is a key role in promoting national
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development by frequently bringing up the education of women and
children in media activities. However, the media appearances of the two
also revealed disparities in viewpoints. Lee Gak-kyung and Kang Tongwei
respectively promoted the idea of women who give attention to family and
individuals and the perspectives of women who pay attention to society and
the country.

This study determines what kind of women's viewpoints the early female
journalists in Korea and China stressed in the feudal and backward social
milieu of the period by examining the media activities of these journalists,
and it also looks at the context of these women's enlightened viewpoints.
Finding studies comparing the opinions of the first female journalists in
Korea and China has proven to be challenging, but from this perspective,
this study will help the field of research on women's perspectives grow in

the future.

Keywords: The first female reporter in Korea and China, Lee Gak-kyung,

Kang Tongwei, views on women, views on women's roles, views on women's

education, views on male equality, social and cultural views
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