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Abstract

Significance of Halmang Badang and Halmangjang

Examined through Oral Testimonies of Jeju Haenyeo

Jang, Jae-Hui

Department of Interdisciplinary Postgraduate Program in Koreanology
THE GRADUATE SCHOOL

JEJU NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

This paper attempts a method-based documentation of life history and a
study of oral interviews with Jeju haenyeo [professional diving women of
Jejul and elderly Jeju women in halmangjang [traditional markets with elderly
women merchants] who have earned their livelihoods in the sea and at
traditional markets. By researching the narratives of their lives through
testimonies by elderly Jeju women, their experiences of labor in Aalmang
badang [littoral sea areas zoned exclusively for elderly Jeju haenyeo] and
halmangjang and their life history are analyzed in this paper, which ends
with an examination of the communitarian aspects and implications of
halmang badang and halmangjang and their contemporary values.

For the purpose of the study, Jeju Island was zoned into four regions from
April to June in 2023 — north, south, east, and west, and the oral testimonies
of the life histories of seven haenyeo halmang [a Jeju word for elderly
women] were recorded in these four zones, specifically in the Traditional
Five-Day Market in Jeju City, Bomok-dong in Seogwipo City, Onpyeong-ri
in Seogwipo City, and Gosan-ri in Jeju City.

Based on the interviews of the Jeju haenyeo in halmang badang, their labor
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experiences and unique communitarian culture were investigated, while the
elderly Jeju women’'s experiences of labor and life, as well as the
characteristics of Jeju's traditional markets, were reviewed based on the
interviews with Jeju halmang merchants in halmangjang.

According to the research, Jeju's unique culture of concern and sharing
found in the local practice of gheseok [the most skilled haenyeo sharing their
catch with the least skilled members], ban tacughi [sharing food with
neighbors after ancestral rituals are performed], and sunureum [exchanging
equivalent labor by taking turns between households] are represented in the
maritime space of halmang badang and the onshore space of halmangjang.

Jeju’s halmang badang and halmangjang are places where elderly residents,
who often become passive consumers and welfare recipients, actively engage
in economic activities by working in production and sales, and, at the same
time, community spaces that have been formed by passing down Jeju's
traditional cultural heritage to the contemporary era. Jeju haenyeos’ unique
practice of considering the weak by designating the sea area closest to the
coast in the space perceived as the “sea field” as halmang badang for easier
muljil [haenyeo’'s diving to catch and collect seafood] has contributed to a
horizontal community with equal membership in a natural environment
deficient in resources. Halmangjang has also valued community spirit by
allowing Jeju women to sell produce they grow in their uyeongpat, or
vegetable gardens.

The Jeju haenyeo community, which has experienced the aging of its
members just like other groups in Korea amid the transformation into a
super-aged society, fulfills the communal pledges through the practice of
halmang badang to actively maintain their “sea field” for sustainable fisheries
while pursuing coexistence with nature. In halmangjang, elderly Jeju women
sell local produce of indigenous varieties that have gradually disappeared due

to the modernization of farming techniques, while spreading traditional

_77_



ecological knowledge.

Jeju's elderly residents who make their livelihoods by working in the sea
and the traditional markets live their lives independently and in a
self-supported manner, rather than remaining socially isolated or alienated. In
contemporary society, the elderly population is often rendered only as filling
the roles of consumers and welfare recipients. Halmang badang and
halmangjang provide elderly women with a venue and opportunity for
production and selling, enabling them to live an independent and
self-supported lives that match Jeju's local ideal image of strong women.

Jeju's halgmang badang and halmangjang demonstrate a virtuous circle
where community values are passed down from one generation to another in
modern society. The local community of Jeju has inherited the traditional

cultural heritage and has valued coexistence and symbiosis.
Keywords: Jeju haenyeo, haenyeo community, halmang badang, halmangjang,

oral testimony, Jeju City Traditional Five-Day Market, traditional market,

traditional cultural heritage, super—aged society
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