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[ Abstract]

Tendency analysis based on content analysis, motif inference
and interpretation applied to presidential inaugural speeches

Jong-woo Jung

Department of Storytelling
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL EDUCATION
JEJU NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

Supervised by Professor Kyung-soo Hwang

The purpose of this study is as follows. This study aimed to analyze the
trend of the presidential speech through content analysis. Second, this study is
about deriving and interpreting what motifs were applied to the presidential
speeches. The subject of the study is from the inauguration speeches of
President Moon Jae-in after the Kim Young-sam administration, the civilian
government in the 1990s.

The perspective on the problem began with the premise that the presidential
speech is also an important material as a result of storytelling.

For this study, the following methodology was used. First, this study used a
qualitative research method called content analysis. Second, items in the content
analysis of speeches were categorized by referring to the names of Korean
government agencies. The names of 19 governments were typified and
classified into 9 types. 1) Industry and Economy, Employment, 2) Law and
Safety, 3) Defense and Security, Diplomacy, 4) Welfare, Women, 5)
Environment, 6) Agriculture and Fisheries, 7) Culture, Sports and Tourism, 8)
Education, 9) Land and Marine. Third, this study used motif analysis

methodology. Fourth, we tried to identify the differences between the motifs
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used and the tendency to match them.

The research results are as follows.

The key term in President Kim Young-sam’s speech was ‘law and safety’,
which occupied the most trend. The ‘motif of cooperation’ was emphasized,
that conflict and confrontation should be progressed towards cooperation.

The most frequently used words in President Kim Dae-jung’s speech were
‘industry, economy, and employment’. In the midst of the foreign exchange
crisis, there was an argument that appealed to overcome the crisis by utilizing
the ‘urban disaster overcoming motif’ .

In the case of President Roh Moo-hyun, the terms in the fields of “defense,
security, and diplomacy” were the most common. There was a different side
to other presidents. The difference is that President Roh Moo-hyun emphasized
the ‘land and ocean’ part.

In President Lee Myung-bak’s speeches, words related to ’industry and
economy’ were used a lot under the motif of pursuing an era of practicality.
President Lee Myung-bak used a method of adding a free market motif’ to a
‘practical motif’.

President Park Geun-hye’s speech emphasized the miracle of the second Han
River and used terms related to ‘industry, economy, and employment’ the most.
It can be said that the main use of the ’utilitarianism motif’ is characteristic. In
a context connected to the days of ‘Miracle on the Han River’ , he also
insisted on the motif of self-reliance and collectivism at the same time.

The main contents of President Moon Jae-in’s speech were equality, fairness,
and integrity. He utilized the motif of ‘The Justice of Rawls and Sandal’ . He
used the motif of integrity and keeping promises. As a result of reflecting such
content, ‘law and safety’ was the most common.

In this study, the researcher found that the presidential speeches reflect the
times and change by using motif analysis. Each president’s speech was
addressed to the people of the Republic of Korea, so although there were
aspects of common arguments, it was found that the context that each
government wanted to take was different according to the situation of the

times.
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Later, we propose the following research. First, based on the analysis of the
inaugural speech of the governor of Jeju Special Self-Governing Province,
changes in regional development policy in Jeju Island are inferred. Second, a
study is conducted to compare the policy will of the heads of local governments
in other regions and Jeju Island. Third, a study is conducted to compare the
difference in policy will between the governor of Jeju and the chairman of the

provincial council.

Keywords: Presidential speech, content analysis method, motif, storytelling
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