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A Study on the Derived Adverbs in Korean Letters

-Focusing on data from the 16th century to the early 20th century-

Kang Seon-Ji

Department of Korean Language and Literature

The Graduated School Jeju National University

Abstract

Korean Letters began to be written early after the creation of Hunminjeongeum,
Korean Letters were shared by both men and women regardless of the
specific class. In addition, Korean Letters unlike Letter(A letter written in
Chinese and translated into Korean), do not go through the process of
Korean translation, so the actual language must have been reflected more
than any other material. For example, in terms of vocabulary, earlier usage
patterns than other printed materials could be observed in Hangeul Letters,
such as "ZAIN(2AI/IX2/3ART]) and ZAFT=2(Z12) are the cases. The
purpose of this study is to morphologically examine the appearance of
derived adverbs in Korean Letters from the 16th century to the early 20th
century, and to examine the syntactic and semantic aspects of derived
adverbs that show specificity. For this purpose, this study extracted 1,226
adverb vocabularies appearing in 1,459 Korean Letters from the 16th
century to the early 20th century, and divided them into simple adverbs,
compound adverbs, and derived adverbs. In addition, derivative adverbs
were classified according to combining affixes, postpositions, and ending of a
word in consideration of the characteristics of the grammatical form. In

addition, morphological analysis was conducted along with each example
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sentence according to the characteristics of the coined word. On the other
hand, in Korean Letters, adverbs showing specificity could also be
observed, and they showed syntactic or semantic differences from modern
Korean. In addition, it was confirmed that some adverbs were mainly used
by specific regions or social positions. Adverbs showing specificity included &
2, ofojx, o2 2], 54|, =0}. Unlike the modern Korean times, 22’ can
be seen as a phenomenon with positive predicates, The meaning was also
used in the sense of ‘specially’ unlike the modern Korean times. It had the
meaning of OFRAZ" g5 well as the meaning used in modern Korean times.
By the way the 62nd episode of ‘o}u}%’, which is used in the meaning of
‘Ot A =2’ was found in the "Seonchal of Song Gyu-ryeom family's Korean
Lettery, a data from the late 17th and early 18th centuries. In addition, a
total of 17 usage patterns were confirmed in the 17th-century data, "Jinju Ha
family's tomb excavation's Korean Letter,. Considering that both "Seonchal
of Song Gyu-ryeom family's Korean Letter; and 'Jinju Ha family's tomb
excavation's Korean Letter, sender have the Gyeongsang-do area as their
residence or birthplace, I estimated that ‘of0t%’ might not be a vocabulary
to know the regional characteristics of Gyeongsang-do. It was confirmed
that ‘o}72]" was used as a meaning of ‘0J27|" along with the meaning in
modern Korean, and syntactically, singularities could be found. That is the

3

case when ‘o}22]~3C} is used, ‘€%  is omitted. Unlike modern Korean,
‘0% was observed to be used with negatives. And It seemed more
similar in syntax and semantics to the modern Korean language's ‘to the
last’ than the meaning of 'finally'. In addition, in the Korean letter, only
the Royal Letter observed the aspect of ‘@ Z4]’. Finally, “Z0} was not an
adverb that showed a clear difference in meaning compared to the
previous adverbs. It seems that there is no problem in interpreting =0}
as '01%'. And unlike modern Korean, differences in syntactic structure that

are used with positive words were observed.
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