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<Abstract>

A Study on Kim Kyung-hoon’s 4:3 Poems

Kim Yeon
Graduate School of Korean Language and Literature,

Jeju National University

This study seeks to examine Kim Kyung-hoon’s overall understanding of
the world of poetry and the poet’'s view of poetry through his biographical
facts and explore the reciprocity of historical ethics and poetic imagery,
focusing on the representation and poetic discourse surrounding the 4-3
Incident. In addition, the study attempts to reconsider the representation of
the 4-3 Incident in the status quo after the 4-3 Incident through Kim
Kyung-hoon’s poetry, and the roles and possibilities attributed to poetry by
the poet, as well as how his actions of solidarity are present in the body of
work.

Kim Kyung-hoon joined the literary club "New Generation” with his
admission to the Department of Korean Language and Literature at Jeju
National University in 1981, and afterwards, the activities of "Pulpsoori
Literature Dongin” formed by former members solidified its direction as a
"literary movement” with aims to participate in the real world. Furthermore,
the poet worked as a founding member of the Jeju Cultural Movement
Council’s troupe Hallasan and expanded his artistic skills as a writer, actor,
and playwright. Beginning with his activities as an investigator of the Jeju
Special Committee of the Jeju Provincial Council on the 4-3 Incident in 1996,

he worked as an expert counsel for the Jeju 4-3 Incident Organisation from

- 100 -



2001 to 2008, as a counsel on the Jeju 4-3. Incident Investigation Committee
in 2012, and continued his literary path derived from the fatal topic of the 4-3
Incident.

The notable difference that differentiates Kim Kyung-hoon’s poetry from
others 1is in his dramatic reproduction method and grotesque aesthetics,
embodied by recorded testimony and on-site investigations through his work
as an investigator of the 4-3 Incident Special Committee and an expert
member of the Jeju 4-3 Incident. This is a way for the poet to overcome the
limitations of poetic expression and vividly reproduce testimonies down to
their breathing, reveal tragedies and contradictions that cannot be covered
simply by death, and testify to fill the impossible margins left by the lack of
testimony.

It is a reflection on the brutal violence stained with the energy of hatred,
and a poetic response that reveals the backdrop of an unimaginable tragedy
that has extinguished even the last remaining faith in humans. Kim
Kyung-hoon continues his poetic discourse through poems that contain the
stories of the survivors’ lives. He names them because he intends to reveal
the contradictions of the society that created this tragic story rather than the
individual stories themselves and restore the survivors inside the community,
letting them settle as various nouns representing the incident. The restoration
of names that were suppressed and excluded is linked to the 4-3 Incident as
pluralistic names such as self-esteem, protest, peace and human rights, and
can be seen as a poetic response to the recovery of the victims’ honor and
the truth of the incident.

In addition, poems based on the practical activities of "memorial,” "rally,”
and "solidarity” suggest the present reason and the possibility of expansion of
the discourse surrounding the 4-3 Incident. Kim Kyung-hoon’s memorial
poem 1is a practical act of public discourse beyond private remembrance,

based on a way of mourning that leads to social empathy and an uproar in
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community ethics. This means expanding from solemn traditional mourning to
solidifying the ethics and solidarity of the community. In addition, it is a part
of street politics that clearly reveal the tendency of social movements on the
site of rallies and demonstrations, where solidarity activities are vividly
exercised. His poetry is equated to fighting for justice, equality, and peace to
be realized. For him, the scene of rallies and demonstrations is a space that
exercises the bare minimum of our freedom and rights and evokes us. His
poetry represents existing problems, unresolved red tape, and the voice of the
people struggling in restraint.

In this way, his poetic act of attempting to solve the societal problems in
close contact with the lives of the people is of appropriate significance in
providing clues to the role of literature and the attitude that local literature
should take. Therefore, for him, the 4-3 Incident is projected into every event
where peace and human rights are threatened and become ever-present
within our society. Above all, it is meaningful that beyond the restoration of
memory through the various testimonies of April 3, the poetry induces active
thinking by revealing the bare face of the incident, and continuously projects
and summons the proposition of the 4-3 Incident to the present to trigger
awareness. In addition, his poetic discourse surrounding criticism of political
and social issues and their transformations in order to resist repeated human
rights abuses, and his attempt to promote a future with historical agency

n

through practical activities of "memorial,” "rally,” and "solidarity” still has

sufficient implications in today’s society.
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