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[Abstract]

A study on the works of Yasunari Kawabata
- Focusing on the representative works of the Early, Middle and

Completion period -

Yun Jung

Department of Japanese Language and Literature, Graduate School
of Jeju National University

Advisor Professsor Nan-hee Kim

This thesis focuses on the dual world that is consistently drawn from
Kawabata's early works to his late works.

According to Kim Chae-soo’s classification criteria, a total of five works
were selected as the subject of the study. TDancer of Izuy as the
representative work of the early establishment period, "Snow Country; ,

"One thousand crane; and "Sound of the Mountainy as the representative
works of the middle period, and Sleeping Beauty; as the representative
works of the completion period. The reason is that the above five works
show the chronological growth of the characters at that time. In other words,
it can be said that it is a work that shows the spiritual world of Kawabata
in each period of youth, adulthood, and old age.

The dual world in Kawabata's work is depicted in two ways: the world
before the ’'tunnel’ and the world after the 'tunnel’, the other world and the
other world, the Buddhist world and the demon world, and the world of
reality and the world of dreams. These worlds are distinctly different from
the world rooted in reality. It is characterized as a 'dreamy non-place’ that is

far from the real world. The active characters in it are represented through
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symbolic signs and devices that only Kawabata can use. The main characters
in the world of Kawabata's work have in common that they are newly born
again by experiencing a 'dreamy non-place’ different from the world they
face today.

This study examined how the world of dreamy non-place was drawn and
what message Kawabata wanted to convey through that world.

In Section 1, TDancer of Izuy , the world 1is divided into the world on
this side of the Amagi Tunnel and the space on the other side. The narrator
crosses the tunnel with solitude and anguish of the reality of orphan spirit
and self-hatred. In the space on the other side of the tunnel, you can feel the
love of family that you have never experienced through the companionship
with the wandering family. The narrator escapes from loneliness and
alienation and experiences true inner healing through this meeting. In
particular, it recovers humanity through the dancer’s unconditional trust and
pure friendship. An elite intellectual is purified into a pure human being by
accompanying the untouchables. Elite intellectuals being pure with
accompanying untouchables was critically considered as fabrication of the
status in an unconventional setting.

In Section 2, a more symbolic tunnel appears in the Snow countrys; . The
train carrying the first character, Shimamura passes through a long tunnel
and arrives at Thanathos’ world, the snow country. It shows the world of
Thanathos through sensory elements such as night, darkness, coldness and
images such as the Milky Way and mirrors. In addition, it was seen that
people longed to go back to the hometown to die. Shimamura fused with the
Milky Way gave the message that life and death are one. Life and death
have no meaning when they become one in the universe. The cosmic spirit
symbolized by the Milky Way embraces Shimamura and Komako and leads
them to salvation. Moreover, it was derived that Yoko's death also went to

the homeland of nature, not extinction.
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In section 3, a demonish space is set in the world of [One thousand cran
ey . It is a symbolic space that represents post-war chaos and disorder, and
1s a world full of human lies, jealousy, and desire. It contained Kawabata's
gaze upon the reality of Japan's traditions and virtues disappearing after the
defeat. The character, Kikuji, is led by the demonish’s power and commits an
immoral act like incest with a his deceased lover, unable to escape from the
power of dark . However, Fumikora is gradually restored to her humanity
through her noble love. Furthermore, it would be completely revived through
Yukiko, who represents Cheonmarihak, traditional Japanese aesthetics.

In Section 4, TSound of the Mountainy dreams often appear in a dual
world that is opposite to the reality. This paper viewed this as a 'dreamy
non-place’. Unlike the previous works, [Sound of the Mountain; is a
sculpture of characters who live rooted in reality based on the the
middle-class family after the war. The character, Shingo is also an elderly
man living in a devastated reality after the war. He 1s attracted to his
daughter-in-law, Kikuko's pure innocence. Shingo fulfills his inner desire in a
the 'dreamy non-place’ in his dream, but realizes that only emptiness always
remains at the end. The author leads the dreamer, Shingo, to nature of
Shinshu in order to return back to everyday life. By alluding to Shingo’s
return to nature the author tried to instill will and hope for reconstruction in
people living in postwar poverty.

In section 5, [Sleeping Beautys the secret house where the beauties put
to sleep by sleeping pills is set as a 'dreamy fantasy’. The unconscious girls
who have fallen into a deep sleep stimulate the five senses of the old man
Eguchi, and let his imagination unfold infinitely. Although he spent the night
with six beautiful girls, the old man, Eguchi is empty inside. Eguchi
discovers that his mother is at the source of his emptiness and lack. Eguchi
was longing for her motherhood. Motherhood is the source of the resurrection

and birth of all things. It ontains the meaning of nature as a godmother to
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the earth.
Through the study so far, it was found that Kawabata's literature is based
on his own experience, but it can be seen as a product built while seriously

agonizing over his era.
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