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Abstract

A Study on the Transition of the State’s Perception and
Management of Halla Mountain

Halla Mountain is recognized as a famous mountain and a spiritual
mountain, but research activities to identify values, give meanings, and
present theoretical grounds have been lacking. In particular, as research on
Halla Mountain has been concentrated on the Joseon Dynasty, discussions on
the status and role of Halla Mountain in other periods, such as the Tamra
period and the Japanese colonial period, have been rare.

In order to find the wvalue and identity of Halla Mountain, this study
examined Halla Mountain’s perception and management aspects from the
State perspective from the Tamra era to the present. This is to seek a
desirable relationship between Halla Mountain and the State.

As a result of the study, the change in perception of Halla Mountain was
as follows. During the Tamra era, Halla Mountain was worshiped as a
supernatural god. As an important base of life, the mountain was provided
with everything necessary for survival. In addition, ancestral rites were held
for the mountain god and heavenly god of Halla Mountain, who oversee rain
and wind, which are most important for farming and ship navigation.

During the Joseon Dynasty, Halla Mountain was characterized as Jinsan: a
mountain that protected the region. Halla Mountain performed the function as
an object and place of ancestral rites, as a defense base, and as a key
mountain in feng shui theory. In the royal court, ancestral rites were held on
the guardian mountain to prevent disasters such as floods, droughts, and
epidemics, or to pray for fertility. In the Joseon Dynasty, Halla Mountain

influenced perception as it added the meaning of being one of Samsinsan;
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three divine mountains in the legend where immortals live, along with the
role of Jinsan, and it became a characteristic element enough to be reflected
in ancestral rites.

These ancestral rites were held sparsely in the early Joseon Dynasty, but
after the middle period, the Halla Mountain ancestral rites became more
important and held on a regular basis. This can be seen as the fact that the
national interest in Halla Mountain gradually increased as the meaning of
Halla Mountain.

During the Japanese colonial era, Halla Mountain’s divine representation
was removed, and it was objectified as a target for profit pursuit through
resource development, exclusive use, and strengthening and control of national
ownership. In the process of establishing a colony, the Japanese
Government-General of Korea strongly promoted the nationalization of Halla
Mountain, and ownership was firmly established.

After liberation from Japanese occupation, Halla Mountain was transformed
from a closed space to an open space, and development pressures such as
cable car construction and road construction increased for profit and
convenience.

However, Halla Mountain was designated as a protected area first in
recognition of its beautiful natural scenery and unique ecosystem. The
perception of Halla Mountain during the Japanese colonial period changed
from ’'a material object’ to ‘an object of protection and preservation’ after the
liberation. This change in perception was expressed in the designation of a
national park.

In the State’s management of Halla Mountain, different aspects were shown
according to the trend of the times as follows. Halla Mountain, which had
been a traditional hunting and gathering place in the Tamra era, was under
the rule of the Chinese Yuan Dynasty, and the ranch system was imported,

and the forest was extensively cut down for shipbuilding.
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During the Joseon Dynasty, great changes occurred in the spatial structure
of Halla Mountain. A universal space was transformed into a special place by
building stones on the border of the state-run horse ranch. With the creation
of the stone wall, a visual boundary, the perception that it is a state-owned
territory also occurred. Building a ranch also meant that freedom of
movement, entry and exit was controlled and restricted. This division of land
continued during the Japanese colonial era and served as the basis to
determine Halla Mountain’s state-owned land.

During the Joseon Dynasty, Halla Mountain was also a hunting ground to
secure tributes to the court, which also served as military training. The
Dynasty could occupy the space and acquire the resources at the same time
by operating a fixed hunting ground. In Halla Mountain, certain areas were
controlled to secure rare forest resources, and slash—-and-burn fields were
allowed in some areas to be used as a means for securing revenue.

During the Japanese colonial era, the Japanese Government-General of
Korea exclusively secured forest resources by establishing a national forest
business plan. Under the pretext of protecting the Halla Mountain National
Forest, the use of the forest by provincial residents was controlled, which
meant that the national forest was exclusively used and managed rather than
protected. In addition to collecting rare trees in Halla Mountain, the Dynasty
earned rental income by intensively allowing cultivation of mushrooms in the
primeval forest.

After the liberation, the management of Halla Mountain aimed to
commercialize the natural landscape by designating as a national park
representing natural landscape of the country and utilizing it as a space for
tourism and recreation. In addition, the spread of Halla Mountain and Baekdu
Mountain as a symbol image of national territorial unification is a new aspect
in the State’s management. The political event of the summits of South and

North Korea, which merged the water and soil of Halla Mountain and Baekdu
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Mountain into one, regarded Halla Mountain as a representative image of
national territory and a symbol of unification.

In conclusion, the national perception of Halla Mountain started from an
indigenous god and nature god, and added the meaning of Jinsan and
Samshinsan. After the liberation, it became an object of protection and
preservation. As for the expression of perception, Halla Mountain was
enshrined as a national ancestral rite, then became a target for development,
and after nationalization was established, it was designated as a protected
area after the liberation. The management of Halla Mountain has changed
from resource collection and development for the state to a symbolic
representative place for unification.

This study considered Halla Mountain as a passive and passive other being
in relation to the state. Looking at the flow of each era, we can see that the
status of Halla Mountain is not fixed and unchanging, so we can predict that
there is a possibility of change in the future. In times to come, research and
policies that analyze Halla Mountain itself as a subjective entity should be
conducted, and through this, it is expected that the humanities approach to
Halla Mountain will become more diverse and the horizon of mountain

research will be further expanded.

Key words: Halla Mountain, State, perception, management, Jinsan,
Samsinsan, mountain god ritual, state ranch, national park, unification

symbol
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