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<Abstract>

A Study on the Transformation of Traditional Elements

in Contemporary Color Painting

Kim, ok-rye
Korean Painting
Graduate School of Fine Art, Jeju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Lee, soo-mok

Art reflects the contemporary, the times create new art, and the history of
art flows with the history of mankind. Therefore, the phenomena of art
appearing in the present age can be identified only when they are studied in
various aspects related to the past history.

In the 2000s, more works reflecting traditional elements are being produced
by young korean color painters than ever before, and the public's response
and interest in this are increasing. At the same time, as Korean culture is
consumed at home and abroad through mass media, interest in Korean
traditional culture is also focused. In addition, modern grafting of traditional
elements naturally appears and is enjoyed throughout society and culture. In
this trend, modern color painting also borrows traditional elements and
reinterprets them in a modern sense.

Therefore, among the phenomena in which traditional elements are modernly

combined and transformed in culture and communicated to the public through
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art, in particular we studied the transformation of traditional elements in
modern color painting and examined the meaning of traditional elements.

To this end, we first looked at the historical flow of Korean color painting
from the past to the present, and tried to obtain a foundation for exploring
the direction of Korean color painting by analyzing the current aspects
connected to the flow.

Korean color painting has developed into an independent style starting with
murals from the Three Kingdoms Period and continuing to inherit and
develop, but through Japanese colonial era, it faced a downturn due to
criticism of Japanese color, avoidance, and the dominance of ink and ink
paintings. However, even in this situation, experiments and developments
were carried out according to the changes of the times, and since the
mid-1980s, interest in tradition, the emergence of Minjung art, and a new
awareness of color painting have revitalized and continued into the modern
age. Due to the influence of Western art trends and the influx of postmodern
art, the boundaries between genres have been broken down in the expression
of Korean painting, and materials and techniques of other genres have been
actively accepted. In addition, due to the influence of interest and attention on
Korean popular culture, traditional color paintings are interpreted and
transformed in various ways in modern times.

For the study of this aspect, the works that modernly transformed the
traditional elements of modern color painting were analyzed by dividing them
into transformation of traditional space composition, transformation of
traditional material, and transformation of traditional technique. Through this,
the position of Korean color painting in contemporary art was diagnosed, and
the possibility and future direction as contemporary art were examined.

In modern color painting, which shows the transformation of traditional
elements in modern color painting, elements constituting space such as

multi-viewpoint, blank space, and reverse perspective are mixed with Western
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expression techniques, and each element acts as a unique aesthetic sense. By
borrowing traditional figures, expressions of customs, and materials from folk
paintings, Korean color painting inherits the internal values and spirit of
tradition while communicating contemporary meaning with the public. In
addition, the aspect of transformation of traditional techniques led to the
pursuit of tradition and Korean identity while expanding the realm of modern
color painting through various materials and experiments.

Therefore, the characteristics of the transformation of traditional elements in
modern color painting go beyond the meaning of tradition, recognize the value
of diversified culture according to the current trend, and express modern
transformation through the mixed use of traditional elements, and have a
critical mind about modern society. Trough this, it was found that modern
color painting, which transformed traditional elements, is communicating with

the public as a realm of contemporary art that stands for contemporary art.
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