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[Abstract]

Practicing Feminisms in the Rural
A Case Study of Non—married Newcomer Peasants

in Hongseong, the Province of Chungnam

The purpose of this study is to expand the model of 'good life' by exploring

meanings of farming and pursuing community life, through studying the cases
of non—married women newcomer peasants. In the midst of neoliberalism
that promotes reckless production and consumption, members of society are
living in constant competition in the name of growth. Pressure on growth
has also led to the climate crisis caused by natural destruction.

Until now, in Korea, discussions on eco—feminism and non—marital women's
communities have been mainly conducted in urban space based. In addition,
research on rural women, including returnees, tends to be limited to the
roles as women in the family. Therefore, this paper illuminates rural space
and agriculture through the 'subsistence perspective' of eco—feminism which
reveals that domination of nature and suppression of women are connected
to each other, and views non—marital women as performers of 'subsistence
perspective'.

Janggok—myeon and Hongdong—myeon, Hongseong, Chungcheongnam—do,
where experiments on alternative communities are actively conducted along
with organic farming, are set as research sites, and the life of unmarried
returnees is examined in detail through qualitative research. By analyzing
a series of lives from the time when non—married women who returned to
Hongseong, Chungcheongnam—do decided to migrate till settle down, drew
conclusions based on three major research questions.

First, it was interpreted non—married women’ s choice returning to farming
lived in rural areas as an active alternative practice without the form of

‘normal family’ as the default. Second, unmarried women living in rural
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spaces where women's labor is invisible are even excluded from the community
though, they are changing their daily lives to be nature—friendly in order
to escape from neoliberal life. Third, it was interpreted that the feminist
practice of non—married women in rural areas is active. Non—married women
returning to farming were adapting and responding to the rural patriarchal
culture in their own way, and were gaining momentum to continue their
farming lives through the female community in the village. In conclusion,
this study is meaningful in exploring the possibility of expanding the model
of 'good life' in rural by looking into the community of women which make

non—marital women s returning to farming life possible.
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