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[Abstract]

A study on the life and works of

picture book author Seizo Tashima

Kim, Ran
Department of Storytelling

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL EDUCATION
JEJU NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

Supervised by professor Kim, Han-il

The picture book contains concise texts, interesting images, techniques for
expressing colors that exceed rules and common sense, and various messages
that maximize our imagination. As such, picture books allow the readers to

experience the joy of reading and a strange world not to be encountered before.

Good picture books should be written for children who have not yet formed
identities, social relationships, and values. Basically, this is why research on
picture book writers and works should be actively conducted. Most of the
research in picture books was for educational purposes such as language, art,
and treatment, while only a few cases on the writers and works. Therefore, this
thesis presents a new direction for picture book writers and future writers, and

will eventually be of great help in writing better picture books.

In this study, the life of Seizo Tashima, the transition process of picture
book creation, and his works by subject were analyzed. First of all, his life and
transition process were classified into four periods:‘starting as a picture book

writer and the world of folktales’, ‘self-sufficient life and environmental

- vill -



movement and picture books’, ‘environmental movement, antiwar movement, and
picture books’, and ‘picture book and tree fruit museum’. Next, into three
themes: ‘environment’, ‘antiwar’, and ‘nature, children, and life’, and the process
of presenting an answer to the social phenomenon and the problems were

studied how it was appropriately expressed to the readers.

In the process of this study, it was very important to analyze the elements
of life that influenced Seizo’s creation. First, the background of his childhood
growth. He grew up in the rich nature of the countryside as a child. Due to
such a childhood, he had the sensitivity to listen to all living things and even
small creatures. His childhood experiences were written in picture books and
convey the importance of nature to readers. Seizo’s picture books In communion
with nature present shining nature to the readers. Seizo’s experience of fighting
inequality in his childhood influenced his philosophy and participated in
environmental and antiwar movements. He is well known as an author whose
life and art coincide. Second, the context of the times when he was creating.
Through the chaos of the Pacific War, the severe experience led him to the
publication of the 'peace picture book’ that conveys an antiwar message. On top
of that, the illegal reclamation of industrial waste in Japan's coastal areas and
the status of Hansen’s disease sanatorium on Oshima Island were published in
the picture book, expressing his belief. Third, he majored in art. His graduation
work was his first picture book. He is still active as an artist, environmentalist,

and antiwar activist.

In this thesis, it was studied how Seizo’'s life and the message he wanted
to convey to his readers were expressed through the study of his life and
works, and analyzed the process of presenting answers to the natural

environment, social phenomena, and peaceful world.

Keyword : Seizo Tashima, emotional development, creativity, environment,

antiwar, nature, children, life
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