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ABSTRACT

A Study on Oh Kyung-hoon’s serial novel, <Jeju Port>

Soyoung Kim

The purpose of this study is to examine <Jeju Port>, a series of novels by
Oh Kyung-hoon from 2002 to 2006, focusing on Jeju Port and its surrounding
space. In particular, this study focuses on how the placeness around Jeju Port,
which appears in a series of <Jeju Port> is related to the local history of
Jeju and the mental structure of Jeju people. Furthermore, through this, I
would like to reveal Oh Kyung-hoon's author consciousness as Jeju writer.
For this, first of all, I first examined how the port and seas have been
recognized by the writer himself and the Jeju people, and how this shows one
aspect of the locality of Jeju literature. Next, in connection with various
spatial awareness of ‘Jeju island’, I examined the life-world and history of
Jeju people in the work in terms of the destruction/formation of the placeness
of Jeju Port. In particular, in terms of destruction/formation of placeness, it
was intended to reveal the aspect of totalization and re-meaning of Jeju's
locality by overlapping the past and the present and solving and weaving
them into individual microhistory.

First, the sea in front of Jeju Port, which is full of optimism and sadness,
has been repeatedly embodied in Oh Kyung-hoon’s literature because it was a
landscape that reflected the a mental picture of a writer. This is not only an
individual’s internal awareness but also shows one aspect of the locality of
Jeju literature. It is said that Jeju Port and the sea were embodied as hotbeds

of the marginal consciousness that gave both a sense of isolation as an island

- 140 -



and a desire to go to another world.

Second, Jeju Port is closely related to the reality and historicity of the place,
and accordingly, it appears in the work with the awareness of ‘marginality’,
‘resistance’, ‘extinction’, ‘development’, ‘anti-communism’, and ‘coexistence’. In a
series of works, Oh Kyung-hoon effectively embodies the antagonism of
placelessness and placeness that have accumulated in one place by showing
that such spatial awareness is complexly intertwined and present beyond time
and space.

Third, the <Jeju Port> series draws concretely the placeness around Jeju
Port in ‘before and after port opening - immediately after Liberation - after
development’ based on this spatial awareness. At this time, several situation
of Jeju’s modern and contemporary history selected by the author through the
form of a series are introduced centered on the places around Jeju Port. It is
confirmed that they appeared in contrast with placelessness and sense of
place.

From what we've seen so far, the discrimination of Oh Kyung-hoon’s series
of <Jeju Port> is that it describes the life of Jeju people, which encompasses
the previous pre-modern history and the later modern history, focusing on
‘port’ the main material of Jeju literature. Jeju's fundamental dual nature as an
‘island’, the geopolitical context and humanities context that work in
combination within it are embodied in detail by mediating an excellent
symbolic space called ‘port. In other words, it stands out in that the long
historical time from pre-modern to the present, various events from ban on
migration to the mainland to corruption of port transportation union, and
different life-worlds and mental worlds of characters living in different
spatiotemporal layers are organically joined and reconstructed through ports.

In addition, it highlights the placeness of Jeju Island, which metonymizes
Jeju Port, so that microhistories are not only viewed within it, but are

thought extensively within a larger historical horizon. The inner form of the
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novel called series expands the historical horizon by collecting this discursive
continuity through segmented and fragmented narratives through a one
space(Jeju Port) and creating an integrated and heterogeneous narrative. In
this process, the fragmentary historical tragedies of Jeju Island and the
current events of the islanders are newly meaningful in a huge temporal layer
and in a complex link of spatial awareness. Therefore, this series shows that
communityism, spirit of resistance and  counter—discussion  against
externally-given placelessness are not independent, but one of the overall

‘locality’.
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