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Abstract

<Chogong - Igong - Samgong Bonpoori>
The Role and Meaning of the Goddess

Ji-Yeon Lee

This study clarified goddesses’ roles and meanings by focusing on the
narration of <Chogong Bonpoori>, <lIgong Bonpoori>, and <Samgong
Bonpoori>. Goddesses in Jeju Island myths are largely divided into mothers
and active women. The former is applicable to <Chogong Bonpoori> and
<Igong Bonpoori> and the latter is applicable to <Samgong Bonpoori>.
Especially, the goddesses of <Chogong Bonpoori> and <lIgong Bonpoori>
were recognized as the instrumental roles as they were revived by their sons
and main gods. However, the narration of <Chogong Bonpoori> and <Igong
Bonpoori> has a significant affinity with Goguryeo’s birth myth, <Jumong
Myth>. They tried to improve the goddesses’ roles in that they reverence
Jumong'’s mother, Madam Liuhua. However, it is judged that it is difficult to
limit the goddesses to mothers’ roles as they have the equal narrative
structure with the main gods. This study tried to overcome the existing
awareness of goddesses and develop discussion based on this criminal mind.

For the narration of each Bonpoori, it the relationships among characters and
aspects of movement to places by focusing on the goddesses. The goddesses
stay in space called 'houses’ with their families and get to move to the
outside voluntarily or by others. Conflicts between the goddesses and others
in interior spaces become a major factor in movement by others. All of them

get to move to sacred spaces or be seated as the goddesses in the end as
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they suffer a series of pains in exterior spaces. At this moment, <Chogong
Bonpoori> and <lIgong Bonpoori> create sharper conflicts among the
characters and the more complicated relation structure than <Samgong
Bonpoori>. It's because they need to go through many stages to be born
again as holy beings as they are not the main gods. In addition to this rite
of passage, it could be found that the goddesses were originally the holy
beings. It could be found that the goddesses are the extraordinary presences
through the part they overcome their crises as animals like turtles, birds, etc.
appear when they suffer pains. Above all, it could be guessed that the
goddesses have the instinctive ability as their names reveal the instinctive
vital forces in the beginning of <Chogong Bonpoori>.

The goddesses’ roles were divided into three things based on their common
personalities on the basis of the analysis of the narration. It focused on the
point that production and the ability to enjoy good luck, the people who
create and spread cultures, and the divine ability which is deeply related to
harmony of human life. They play a role of displaying the ability to produce
new things to men in cultural layers beyond women's fundamental vital
forces and bring them good luck. Furthermore, they play a role of a
messenger who spread new cultures to the worlds of human beings. In case
of Gameunjangagi in <Samgong Bonpoori>, Matung in a low level spreads
cultures of a high level regarding food, clothing, and shelter to the three
brothers. The two Bonpooris mentioned above are different from it in that
they newly create cultures which are deeply related to shamanism. In
conclusion, all of the goddesses show the principle to look at and embrace
nobility of positions and economic gaps in the worlds of human beings
equally through the divine ability. But they also show the principle of
coexistence by punishing the people who harm their communities and seek
their own profits definitely.

The study could draw the three meanings of the goddesses in <Chogong
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Bonpoori>, <Igong Bonpoori>, and <Samgong Bonpoori> based on the
narration and the anlaysis of the roles. First, the three Bonpooris have the
root of shamanism and accounts of people’s life of the important attributes
through women’s narration with the main gods. Therefore, 'Gong’ which has
a common name in Bonpooris means an aggregate as a root of shamanism.
Second, it could be found to be women’s original form revealed in primitive,
ancient, and medieval epic poems. The women’s original form was expanded
into the principle of embracement and reconciliation based on each goddess’
feminity and maternity. Finally, it tried to draw the religious characteristics
because Bonpooris are recited in shamanist rituals. God’s voice is delivered to
regular customers through Simbang. The process that the goddesses suffer
and overcome their pains in the narration of the three Bonpooris makes the
regular customers reminisce their lives. It'’s because the goddesses are,
comparatively, very similar to men and try to solve the problems personally
rather than using the gods’ omniscient and omnipotent ability. Therefore, it
has an instructive meaning in that what gods eventually say to men can be
grasped through Bonpooris. Ultimately, the goddesses in <Chogong
Bonpoori>, <lIgong Bonpoori>, and <Samgong Bonpoori> investigated and
revealed the point that they are born again as the holy beings and the

principle of harmony in the narration is important based on original feminity.
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