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Abstract

A Study on Park Nam—soo's Poetry

Hyun Taek-hun

This is a thesis analysing Park Nam-soo's poetry collections according
to the period of creation to find out his poetic world and look into
where the poet's aiming at. Park Nam-soo, unable to settle in any one
place, lived a life of wandering intertwined with the circumstances of the
times in which he lived. Such a biographical fact reflected as an aspect
of marginal person in his poetry. He tried to find novelty through
linguistic experiments on real-world problems. In the course of it, the
poetic achievement of existentialism can be confirmed.

Park Nam-soo was born in Pyeongyang, Pyeongannam-do in 1918, and
left eight volumes of poetry until his death in 1994 in the United States.
During the Japanese colonial period and the Korean War, he expressed
the image of finding an exit and pure pursuit through his poetry, and he
wrote poems of homing consciousness, consistently and continuously in
his quest for existence. This article classified Park Nam-soo's poetry
period into early, middle, and late stages, and took a look at the
transformation process while confirming the characteristics of his poetry.
Park Nam-soo contemplated the meaning of human nature by taking the
circumstances of the times he experienced as a topic for poetry. This
search for meaning seems to be completed as it gradually transforms in
each poetry collection. In his early stage poetry collections of [Lanter
ny and [Seagulls Drawingss , under the influence of modernism, there
1s a tendency toward imagism that seeks light in darkness. In his middle

stage poetry collections of FGarbage of Gods , FSecret Burial of the
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Birds and 'The Crown of the Deers , he seeks out the essence
(existence) that appears through pure pursuit. In his late stage poetry
collections of [West, That Is Actually the Easts, TFAnd Thereaftery ,
"Narrow Wayy , reveals the characteristics of poetry that concluded
back to the world of circulation at the border between life and death
through the consciousness of displacement and the awareness of death.
Park Nam-soo shows the image of the peripheral person and unfolds
his imagination which is breaking down reality on the border of light and
darkness. The aesthetic structure that he earned through his poetry is
the point that made his poetry aiming for a free world exist while
neutralizing the meaning of distinction. The poet, who could not settle
down properly after defecting to South Korea, finally chooses to
emigrate. He shows the emotions that arise as his awareness of
displacement in a foreign country becomes stronger and the sense of
loss becomes daily environment after the death of his wife in the form
of a circular reasoning that erases borders while being a marginal

person.
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