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Abstract

A Study on the History of Early Protestantism in Jeju

Lee Jae Ho

Department of Interdisciplinary Postgraduate Program in Koreanology

The Graduate School of Jeju National University

Among the 114 years of Protestant history, this study aims to examine the

history of protoplasm from around 1900 until 1915 when Pastor Lee Ki—pung left
Jeju after completing his first ministry, and five years after that, that is, the early
20 years of Protestantism.
Until now, the history of Jeju Protestantism has been under the umbrella of a huge
discourse called the Korean church. Therefore, the activities of outside missionaries,
including the Korean Presbyterian Church and Pastor Lee Ki—pung, who sent
missionaries to Jeju Island, received great attention. On the other hand, missionary
activities in which local residents of Jeju Island participated were not very
illuminated. This paper aims to examine the characteristics of Jeju Church in a
more three—dimensional manner by looking more closely at the experiences and
relationships of local church members who led the early Jeju Church. In other
words, by setting the subject of observation centered on Jeju locals, we intend to
draw a conclusion that is different from the existing approach viewed from the
perspective of outsiders.

For this reason, this study introduces Kim Jae—won of the Lee Ho-ri Faith
Community, Cho Bong—ho of Geumseong—ri Faith Community, Bu Sang—gyu, who
voluntarily visited and created Sehwari Faith Community, and Lee Sun—kwang and
Kim Hong-ryeon, who did their best on land to help Lee Gi—pung. He also

discovered and introduced the deeds and missionary activities of missionaries who



were not well known until now, such as Chen An—na, who donated his house to
build Jocheon Church and Seongeup Church, and Kang Han—jun, who worked as
a worker at a sugarcane farm in Hawail for five years.

If you follow the footsteps of these early evangelists, you will be able to see the

Jeju Church fluctuating in the harsh daily life of the Jeju people at that time and
the rapidly changing domestic and international situation.
In fact, history is not a dull being listed only as meaningless facts, but a living
organism whose joints are woven with unique rings of meaning. In that sense, it
would be a very appropriate choice for us living in the 21st century to find out
what meaningful rings Jeju Christianity today have been woven into.

The purpose of this paper is to examine the activities of early Christians by
linking the "first history of the Jeju Church" that made today with the flow of
faith.

According to Kim Ki—bong, who describes "Beyond What History Is," "History
from the Bottom" refers to discovering the records of ordinary people or their
collective memories hidden in the official history reconstructed by historians and
restoring their history. Therefore, this study aims to focus on actively discovering
characters in the early days of the Jeju Church, which have not been well known
so far, and introducing their deeds and roles.

Now, Jeju has begun to move beyond just being a missionary site and establish
itself in the Korean church. Jeju, which has continued to resist nationalistic and
independent in the face of foreign invasion, once again participated in the giant
national movement with the March 1st Movement in 1919. Jeju Christianity joined
the national movement that was blowing in the Korean church. It was voluntary
participation, not compulsory participation, and participation in the sense of
volunteering.

This was an inevitable step in the process of developing a special area called
Jeju into an equal and equal position as a member of the Korean church. In that
sense, from 1908 to 1920, when Protestantism was spread, it was a precious and

meaningful period when the Jeju Church settled and took a leap forward.



Now, in—depth and systematic history organization work on the 100 years of Jeju
missionary work is needed. 100 years of Jeju missionary work means 100 years of
Korean missionary work. Organizing the past 114 years of history and planning
the next 100 years of road is an important church task. Therefore, the subject of
the interpretation of the history of Jeju Protestantism in the future should be
interpreted and described at the level of Jeju locals who accepted the gospel, not
from the perspective of the missionary or the center. This is because the history of
missionary work requires listening to and recording the voices of numerous parties

related to missionary activities together.

Key words/

Early Church of Jeju Island

Rev. Lee Ki—pung

Missionary

an autonomous community of faith

devotion
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