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[Abstract]

A study of life history on Jeju

Haenyeo

- Focused on Bourdieu’s ‘Habitus and ‘Champ’ -

In-Sil Yang

Department of Natural and Cultural Heritage Education,

Jeju National University Graduate School of Social Education
Supervised by professor Seung-Hee Jang

People still has not understood or empathized with the life of Haenyeo
while they have recognized the value and necessity of generation inheriting of
Haenyeo. So, I have paid attention to the life and structure of thought on
Haenyeo, which had been overlooked in the study of Haenyeo in general.
Because how you understand the life of Haenyeo will bring different
spectrum on that.

According to statistics, Jeju Haenyeo are rapidly decreasing and getting old.
This is a crisis in Haenyeo culture. Amid this sense of crisis, quantitative
research on Jeju Haenyeo has been steadily accumulated, but qualitative
studies especially focused on private life of Haenyeo have not been practiced
much so far. An in-depth understanding of Jeju Haenyeo will be possible
when approaching through the lives and their thoughts. I have analyzed life,
private structure, and attitude toward the life focusing on the ‘life history  of

the two Haenyeos by applying French sociologist Bourdieu’s concepts of
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‘Habitus’ and ‘Champ’.

Bourdieu, who represents modern sociology, tried to comprehend the
problems between individuals and society. As theory and practice are
indistinguishable, he first argued for the concept of ‘Habitus’ and ‘Champ’, the
product of unconsciousness. This concept provides an important keyword that
allows humans to reflect on being influenced by their social context and
position. Therefore, Bourdieu’s concept of ‘Habitus’ and ‘Champ’ with giving
an insight through the social structural factors could be practical guidelines
for sociological thinking and analysis for researchers.

‘Life history’ is a qualitative research method that records an individual’s
past life in his/her own words. I interviewed two Haenyeos and analyzed the
data which was made from the record-written texts. Then, I have structured
the unconscious Habitus of Haenyeo into four types. There are collective
Habitus of Haenyeo cases. First, the Habitus of play and learning called
“Let’'s go play in the water.” Second, the Habitus of appreciation and freedom
from avarice, “Badang is for free.” Third, as the language exposed on the
transcendental thinking, “Just let it be as you live.” It is the way of thinking
of obeying and awe. Fourth, the sense of community of cooperation called
“Have to do with friends.” It also presented examples of the reduction and
expansion of the ‘Habitus’ and ‘Champ’ of the Haenyeo, which appeared
throughout the lives of the two Haenyeo, and the reproduction of the stage.

Since I believe that the more approaches to Haenyeo, the more we obtain
the possibility of utilization and preservation, I haven’'t limited the area but
paid attention to expansion and change of the community of Haenyeo.
Through the process, I was able to grasp the attitude toward their lives and
Habitus that has been embodied and passed down. I intend to expand the
field of Haenyeo research by considering the ‘Habitus’ and ‘Champ’ in their
lives. In this process, various methodical approaches to the life history of

Haenyeo will help find a sustainable transmission plan for Haenyeo.
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