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Abstract

A Study on Usage Patterns and Errors in
Expression Grammatical Forms

by English—speaking Korean Language Learners

Given that communication competence is now emphasized in Korean as a
Foreign Language (KFL) education, the priority of grammar education has
changed from the analysis and explanation of grammar rules to language use.
As such, expression grammatical forms, a fixed form of phrases that combine
vocabulary elements and grammar elements to represent specific meanings and
functions, are now an important aspect in grammar education. Specifically for
English-speaking Korean language learners who commonly err on Korean
particles and endings, learning expression grammatical forms is crucial because

it can improve their accuracy in those areas.

For effective teaching and learning of expression grammatical forms to take
place, it is thus necessary to examine and analyze the usage patterns and
errors of expression grammatical form used by English-speaking Korean
language learners. However, the study of error analysis for English-speaking
Korean language learners has thus far only focused on singular grammar and
vocabulary items. Scant research has been conducted on how English-speaking
Korean language learners use the expression grammatical forms that they
have learned. Therefore, this study will examine English-speaking Korean
language learners’ use of expression grammatical forms by analyzing their
usage patterns and errors in relation to their learning stage and presentation

stage of the expression grammatical forms. Based on the result, it aims to
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present basic data for effective teaching and learning of expression

grammatical forms for English-speaking Korean language learners.

For the study, I first collected a list of expression grammatical forms at
each learning stage from the research of National Institute of Korean
Language as well as other previous research. I classified those lists into
terminating and connecting expression grammatical forms based on their
morphological system. Then I divided them according to their meaning and
function from a communicative perspective. For analysis, I used the 2015 -
2020 Korean language learner corpus data compiled and provided by the
National Institute of Korean Language. From there, I selectively collected
written corpus data (limited to 5000 word segments per level) from
English-speaking Korean language learners level 1 through 6. Finally, I
reclassified levels 1 and 2 as beginner, 3 and 4 as intermediate, and 5 and 6

as advanced.

With regard to usage patterns of expression grammatical forms,
English-speaking Korean language learners tend to use more expression
grammatical forms as their proficiency increase. But learners did not use
various type of expression grammatical forms to to present thier meaning and
function. Their use of expression grammatical forms were mostly limited to
ones presented at the beginner level. Moreover, the degree of using expression
grammatical forms presented at intermediate and advanced level by the
learners of corresponding level was low. This presents the need to confirm the
appropriateness of the existing expression grammatical forms list. Furthermore
several expression grammatical forms needed to adjust their presentation stage

were 1dentified.

As for the result of error analysis in expression grammatical forms, the
rate of errors decreased as the proficiency of learners increased. With respect

to layer of error, syntactic errors were the most frequent type of error for
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beginner. Morphological errors and semantic errors were the most common
type of error for intermediate and advanced learners respectively. This implies

the need for intensive practice and learning in different areas for each level.

Regarding the subtype of error, the most frequent type of error at each
learning stage and the consistent errors at all learning stage were identified.
In addition, in terms of portion of error composition, expression grammatical
forms presented at the beginner level took up the largest portion. This
indicates that learners cannot completely internalize the forms they have
learned, so detailed explanations and sufficient examples of expression
grammatical forms should be provided to learners to help them understand and

use the forms better.

In conclusion, this study managed to provide convincing data and insights
that can be used for the effective teaching and learning of expression

grammatical forms to English-speaking Korean language learners.

Keywords: Korean as a Foreign Education, English-speaking Korean language
learners, expression grammatical forms, a fixed form of phrases, learning

expression grammatical forms, usage patterns, error analysis.
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