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<Abstract>

A study on Joseon intellectuals’ perceptions of Annam

in the 17" century

Minh Duc, Banh™*
Department of Interdisciplinary Postgraduate Program in Koreanology

The Graduate School of Jeju National University

In the past, the contact between Annam and Joseon was mainly due to their
exchanges through the participation in the tributary system of China. Through that
process, a lot of envoy literature was recorded, namely antiphon poetry. Being sent to
China, the Annam and Joseon tributary envoys met there and used Chinese characters as
a means for literature exchange. At that time, Lee Soo Kwang mostly gained perceptions
about other countries by means of this mission. Particularly, it was Annam which was far
away from Joseon that considerably aroused his curiosity. Consequently, there has been
plenty of research about perceptions of foreign countries, especially perceptions of Annam
on the basis of the records of Lee Soo Kwang.

On the other hand, there was also a lot of traveling to neighboring countries for
trading activities and maritime trade was brilliantly developed back then. On the sea,
however, there occurred many unexpected situations. There were cases that people were
drifted away to a country way distant from their original target by cause of storms or

heavy rains. The first instance was Jo Wan Byuk who was considered the first man in

*% The author of this thesis is a Global Korea Scholarship scholar sponsored by the Korean Government.



the history of Korea that ever came to Annam in the early 17" century. The second
case was Kim Tae Hwang, a resident of Jeju Island, who drifted to Annam in 1687.
These people acquired a wide range of knowledge of Annam while staying there and
they passed all their travel records and drifting records to Joseon intellectuals of the 17
century. However, while the travel records of Jo Wan Byuk have been widely researched
in various aspects, there has not been much research focusing on the drifting records of
Kim Tae Hwang.

So, first of all, Joseon intellectuals indirectly obtained information about Annam from
the intermediary China or the envoy literature. It was not until the 17" century that
they could get access to the directly witnessed and recorded images of Annam through
the travel records or drifting records of Joseon people. The reason was because the
perceptions of Annam were not officially documented by the government, there were only
reports about the political situations of Annam by period. Therefore, the envoy literature,
travel records, and drifting records played an integral role in the perceptions of not only
politics but geography, cultural traditions, and specialties of Annam as well. But because
the way each person approached the information about Annam was not the same, the
contradictions in their records need to be resolved. Furthermore, the history of Annam
needs to be considered as well in order to evaluate the accuracy of the perceptions about
Annam of Joseon people.

This study will analyze "The Records of Exchanging Questions and Answers with a
Vietnamese Envoy; of Lee Soo Kwang, the travel records of Jo Wan Byuk, and the
drifting records of Kim Tae Hwang to gain a deeper understanding of knowledge about
Annam such as the people, their lifestyles, political situations that was obtained by the
17" century Joseon intellectuals, and to have an over view of the perceptions of each
person about Annam. More over, by exploring the strengths and weaknesses, resolving
the contradictions in the content among there cords, and comparing to the history of
Annam, we can analyze there liability of the perceptions about Annam of the 17

century Joseon intellectuals.

_Vi_



Keywords: Lee Soo Kwang, Phung Khac Khoan, The Records of Exchanging
Questions and Answers with a Vietnamese Envoy, Jo Wan Byuk, Jo Wan Byeok-Jun,
Kim Tae Hwang, Drifting records, Joseon intellectuals of the 17% century, perceptions of

Annam.
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