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<Abstract>

A Study on <Hongkildongjeon>

: Focusing on different versions and thematic consciousness

Ki-Hwan Park

This study aims to set the versions by examining different versions of the
classical novel <Hongkildongjeon> and define the original version based on
this. In addition, it attempted to look into the thematic consciousness by
analyzing the text defined as the original version and then paying attention to
the aspects that weaken the resistance and critical themes of the work.

As a result of the review, different versions of <Honggildongjeon> which
have been revealed so far were 76 Korean Pilsabon(manuscripts), 1 Chinese
Pilsabon(manuscript), 5 Gyeongpanbon, 2 Anseongpanbon, 2 Wanpanbon, 5
Korean Pangakbon(printed from wood blocks), and 18 Guwhaljabon(old printed
versions). This is the result of adding new 8 versions, including 11 from the
manuscript, 2 from Banggakbon, and 2 from Guwhaljabon among the existing
versions. A total of 104 versions of <Hongkildongjeon> were found, except
for the Korean Pangakbon(printed from wood blocks) whose exact publication
regions cannot be identified.

Next, this study reorganized different versions of <Honggildongjeon>. To
this end, this study established a relationship of new versions through
comparison of common motifs, differences, and proper nouns and defined Kim
Dong-wook 89-sheet as the original version in this process. Based on Kim
Dong-wook 89-sheet, the newly established versions were found to be

gradually divided into Kim Dong-wook 47-sheet, Park Soon-ho 86-sheet, and
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Jeong Myeong-ki 77-sheet. In particular, Kim Dong-wook 47 -sheet was
sub—divided into Gyeongpan 23-sheet, Gyeongpan 21-sheet, and Gyeongpan
24-sheet.

Lastly, this study examined how the critical and resistant themes of the
work were weakened by various causes. First, it paid attention to the
limitations of characterization by class, in which the ruling powers of society
are portrayed positively whereas the ruled class, a target of discrimination,
are portrayed negatively. It could emphasize the discriminatory aspect of
continuously internalizing the image of a specific class for the reader. Next, it
looked into the logic of the principle of Ipsinyangmyeong(achieve fame and
prestige), which was the main ideology of the society at the time. The desire
for Ipsinyangmyeong led to the realization of the protagonist Gildong's
personal values and the tolerance for the absurd social system. In addition,
this study highlighted the conservative aspect of accepting existing social
conceptions by figuring out how the logic of loyalty and filial piety
constrained Gildong’s fantastic power that could go beyond social constraints.
It also found that the desire was achieved by half-overcoming due to the
limitations of perception in the traditional era and the process of abbreviation
or embellishment of different versions. Accordingly, it pointed out that
<Hongkildongjeon> aimed at a social novel, but it failed to do it to the end

and the problem was personalized.

Keywords: <Hongkildongjeon>, different wversions, social novel, thematic

consciousness, weakening of resistance and criticism
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