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ABSTRACT

A Study on Jeju Area TV debate program'’s

theme and its panelist characteristics

Myeong-Ji Jin
Dept. of Journalism & Public Relations

Jeju National University

The purpose of TV debate programs is to analyze and evaluate the conflict

generating social issues in order to really understand the problem, by sharing
and expressing the diverse opinions on both pros and cons. Thus, the
receivers can have the judging grounds to understand the social problems
correctly, which will influence on forming the public opinions in the right
direction.

The local broadcast debate programs in particular can raise its existing
values by playing the public sphere role to form the public discussion and
public opinions regarding the local community’s facing problems and issues. If
so, we wonder if the three broadcast companies in Jeju area with their
debate programs are doing their job alright, to fulfill the discussion programs’
essential purpose, to play the role of forming the proper public discussion and
public opinions. This study focuses on the theme and the panelist selection in
particular. Because the two things —one, if the themes TV debate programs
deal with represent the local community’s problems, and two, if the panelists
in the TV debate programs properly represent respective opinions,—can really
evaluate the debate programs’ effectiveness.

For this purpose, we took as subjects the three Jeju area broadcast

companies'—KBS Jeju broadcast, JIBS, and Jeju MBC—respective debate
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programs <Focus diagnosis Jeju>, <Jeju Agenda Direct discussion>,
<Diagnosis of current affairs> for analysis for the period of 2 years from

January 1, 2010 to January 31, 2012. We processed the debate programs’ 2
year broadcast data, the material of 244 sessions, analyzing the panelists sex,
age, occupation, and the theme pattern, theme characteristics, etc. through the
frequency analysis and cross analysis processes.

In Jeju area the women’s participation rate in the economic activities is
record number 1 in the country, with the number of women public servants
being 1,263 out of total 4,263 in Jeju Special Self-Governing Provice (January
31, 2013), with total rate 29.7%. Also, above the Sth grade women managers
cases record 56 out of 511, 11%. Regardless of this high rate, in analyzing
the debate program panelists sex, debate program women panelists ratio was
merely 6% 7% , which is extremely low. In age aspect as well, the panelists
in their 40s750s were the absolute majority, with much lower 20s, hardly
voicing the young generation.

In the panelists’ occupational clusters, the rates for the university professors

and the public service workers, politician, expert were the majority, which is
the elite classes mainly, not voicing the occupational clusters’ in uniform
distribution.
In the debate programs’ theme analysis, the political and economic field
problems take more than 60%, leaning greatly. Among the 20 themes risen
during the analysis period as major issues, 13 themes were dealt with as the
theme in the debate program. However, they were hardly the themes that
deal with major issues, such as 'offshore wind’, ‘Tomladae site disposal
dispute’, ‘Woo Keunmin personnel policy’, ‘Japan radiation Jeju influx
emergency’, ‘Jeju area price fluctuation Nation’s number 1’, or ‘Jeju Island’s
relative development business corruption problem’.

As these analysis results imply, Jeju area debate programs mainly represent

the middle-aged male panelists, with the frequent theme of public policies and
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Jeju economy related stories, leaving out the women panelists in unequal
opportunities, not voicing the class in every group, hardly playing itself a role
of socially public sphere.

In order for them to play its intended role as a public venue for the Jeju
Islanders’ opinions and communication, equipped with the debate programs’
proper roles and functions, they need to get out of the weighted panelists
and the partial theme selection and be reborn to endeavor for the mature
discussion culture to really represent the local community with the debate

programs characterized with diversity.

Subject: TV discussion, debate program, local broadcast, public sphere,

discussion theme, panelist
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