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Abstract

A Narrative Analysis of Media Representation of Jeju
Haenyo—- With reference to the TV documentaries’

gendered and other’s gaze

Oh, Yu-Jung
(Supervised by Professor Park, Kyong-Suk)

Department of Journalism and Public Relations

Graduate School of Jeju National University

This study was conducted to analyze the way domestic TV documentaries
reproduce the lives of Jeju haenyeo, to determine whether the private lives of
haenyeo were exaggerated or distorted because they were separated from
reality, and what role the media played in this. Although Jeju haenyeo has
recently been receiving media attention, including being listed on the
UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage, it is the fact
that Jeju haenyeo has properties that can be categorized as an abbreviation of
'periphery’ or 'woman’, which is different from the prevailing standards of
our society. In this situation, if the television produces a distorted and fixed
image, it can become a target of prejudice or demeaning just because it is a
Jeju haenyeo. From the Joseon Dynasty to the modern era, for historical
reasons, from the perspective of the central authority, Jeju is a place where

the regional categorization and prejudice of ’periphery’ is very large. In
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addition, it can be said that the region has strong prejudices against women,
such as ’'island with many women’ and ’'strong women’. Accordingly, this
study analyzed the TV documentary of the central broadcasting station and
the TV documentary of the local broadcasting station to identify the problems
of media reality reproduction focusing on the development method of the Jeju
haenyeo narrative, the gaze of other people, and the gender difference. In
particular, compared to local broadcasting, central broadcasting showed a
superior view of the central authority in the narrative development method
and media text of documentaries related to haenyeo. It was also able to
identify the problems of deep-rooted views such as the myth of a ’'strong

woman’ and patriarchal ideology.

Key words: Jeju haenyeo, media representation, documentary,

regionality, gender difference, narrative analysis
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