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Abstract

YouTube usage and reflection
of a local broadcasting PD
with 20 years of experience

Chul-min Song

Department of Journalism and Public Relations

Graduate School of Jeju National University

This study applied the ‘use and fulfillment’ research model to
self-ethnographically examining my YouTube experience as a PD with 20
years of local broadcasting. The researcher's motivation to use YouTube
is to reflect on the situation in which he cannot play a role as a
journalist on the local issue of Jeju Second Airport. In the reality that
exploration programs by PDs disappear one by one due to the deepening
financial difficulties of local broadcasting, YouTube was used as an
alternative medium to realize PD journalism.

Despite the merits and values of journalism that anyone can become a
producer and have their own voice, YouTube is being treated as a major
culprit in the spread of confirmation bias and fake news. For this
reason, there are also strong voices against classifying YouTube as
journalism. Although the researcher myself belonged to that voice,
through the YouTube experience, I was able to realize PD journalism,
which existed only as a desire because I was blocked by the wall of
reality, and it was an opportunity to reflect on the identity of the PD as

a journalist. And based on these results, it was suggested that local
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broadcasters activate PD journalism using the YouTube system.

Self-ethnography, used as a research method in this paper, seeks to
understand the society and culture to which the researcher belongs by
reflecting on his/her own personal experiences. Although the
researcher's YouTube experience is personal, analyzing it is also a
process of properly understanding the reality of the local broadcaster to
which the researcher belongs, especially the local broadcaster PD. Such
self-ethnographic studies are sometimes conducted by grafting other
auxiliary analysis methods, but in this paper, the ‘use and fulfillment’
theory is applied. According to the ‘use and gratification’ theory, in
order to satisfy their needs, recipients select a specific media among
competing media, and the selection is repeated as the satisfaction of
their needs is strengthened. This process can be presented in five
stages, that is, [needs-motivation-expectation-use-fulfillment]. As a result
of wusing this five-stage model as a frame of composition in
autoethnographic description, it is confirmed that it is beneficial for

revealing one's own media experience.

Kew words : local broadcasting, PD Journalism, YouTube, Uses and

Gratifications, auto—ethnography
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