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Abstract

This research analyzed local journalists’ perception of the changes in news
production practices caused by the portal’'s adoption of algorithm technology.
It also focused on their perception changes by the initiation of subscription
services. The study further examined how journalists see the portal’s
implementation of the locality under the influence of such technology. Naver
Mobile News, the biggest portal site in the nation, was the subject of the
questionnaire. Journalists, who work for both entered and un-entered media,
were interviewed asking their understanding of the locality. Union workers
were also interviewed to see if any differences exists between the two
groups. The study revealed that the portal news service influences the media
practices, and the journalists believe that the Al algorithm functions essential
gatekeeper in the chain of news production. In addition, the research found
that the journalists raise their voices for the transparency of the algorithm

and for the selection standard of entered media outlets.

Keywords: Al algorithm, Locality implementation, Al recommendation news,

News subscription service.
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