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Political Reform Initiated from the Cultivation of Virtues:
A Comparison between Plato and Yi Hwang

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the aspects of political
reform that start from the cultivation of human virtues through
Plato’'s Republic, Protagoras, and Epistles and Toegye Yi Hwang's
Mujin Six Provision Memorial to the Throne(/X/R-1§5:), The Ten
Diagrams on Sage Learning(ZZ/&), and Hyang-lip-yak-jo(#5#71%)
and to compare Plato and Toegye. Both Plato and Toegye distinguish
between the rulers and the ruled and present virtues suitable for each
class. Plato defines the rulers as philosophers and argues that they
should acquire philosophical wisdom. Those who are ruled should be
moderate through the wisdom of discerning good from evil. In a
situation wherein rule by philosophers is in place, the relationship
between the ruler and the ruled appears organic and complementary.
An orderly state is formed when both the ruler and the ruled
faithfully fulfill their duties and the ruled submit to the rule of the
wise ruler. Plato attempts to realize his theory with the rule of law. In
the rule of law, the law can be simplified by educating the ruled. The
rulers set an example and have a voluntary will to reform. Both the
ruler and the ruled respect the law and maintain the ideal model of
governance. Toegye defines the rulers as sages and suggests that they
should acquire ‘In({Z).” Those who are ruled should keep the
community moral through ‘Hyo(Z).” Sage-kings who will implement
‘In’ politics set an example and harmonize with the ruled who practice
‘Hyo.” Through this, the public power of the state and the voluntary
norms of the ruled correspond. Order in the national community is
maintained when the rulers separate powers and observe work ethics
and the ruled comply with voluntarily created norms and respect the
state’s law enforcement. To compare Plato and Toegye, they have
similarities in that both believe that the rulers and the ruled cultivate
human virtues and the relationship between the ruler and the ruled is
organic. And both Plato and Toegye try to keep the state in order
through political reform. However, there are also differences given
their different political and social backgrounds. Plato emphasizes
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reflection by viewing the ruled as subjects who can participate in
politics, but Toegye emphasizes norms as he views the ruled as just
objects.

[Keywords: ideal human beings, cultivation of moral virtues, political
reform, comparison between Plato and Yi Hwang]
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