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A Study on Love in a Fallen City
(a3 %) by Eileen Chang

- Focusing on ‘Lacks’ of the Characters

Hwaseon Yang

Department of Chinese Language & Literature,

Graduate School, Jeju National University

[ABSTRACT]

In this article, the writer aims at analyzing Love in a Fallen City (5.~
i&t) by Eileen Chang with another reading method which focuses on a human
psychology of lack. Bai Liusu(Fyiifif) and Fan Liuyan(JUMIJi) satisfy each
other’s lack for survival in their respective situations. However, both of them
have different aspects in the conclusion where they reach their lacks and
desires.

For the previous literature about this, the studies about Eileen Chang and
Love in a Fallen City (132 #) in China, Taiwan and Korea were reviewed,
and the writer conducted the research based on the concepts in Jacques
Lacan’s Desire Theory. There are various stages available in explained by the
concepts in Jacques Lacan’s Desire Theory. These could be classified into the
Imaginary where both the protagonists, Bai Liusu(Fiiifk) and Fan Liuyan(iZ
PWI) knew self-consciousness and lack, the Symbolic where both of them

recognized each other as an object of desire in Hong Kong, and the Real



where they reached the stage of marriage. In spite of difficulties in the clear
classification by phase in the novel through application of the Desire Theory,
this article has a significance to analyze the novel Love in a Fallen City ({fi
k.2 f#) focusing on the changing psychologies of the characters by stage.
Eileen Chang revealed the psychology of the lacked characters with detailed
descriptions of colors and paradoxical expressions. And the Symbolicd and the
Real are not fixed but continue to change in the characters’ unconsciousness,
facing different aspects. The man falls into the bridle of desires in order to
satisfy his lacks, again, while the woman rises above him. Drawing the
image of liberation after the Real is evidence of the excellence of the artist

Eileen Chang.

Keywords: Eileen Chang, lack, Desire Theory, the Imaginary, the Symbolic,
the Real, Love in a Fallen City (1.~ #i)
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